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AUTHOR. 


HE Family of Pallavicino is 
one of the moſt Noble and moſt 
Ancient in J1raly. They came from 
Germany in the Ninth Century, andare 
divided into three Branches, at Rome, 
Genoa, and Lombardy. One of this 
Noble Family was Doge of Genoa, and 
the firſt who aſſum'd a Regal Crown, 
Another commanded- the Venetian 
Forces, and did that Republick con-' 
fiderable Service; for which he was 
admitted among the Nobles : And ſe- 
yeral have been in all Times in the 
moſt eminent Stations both in 
 Charch and Sts, © 2 ES 
The Marquis Girolamo Pallaviciuo, 
whoſe chief Seat was in Placentia, 3 
City and Dutchy in Lombardy, be- 
A 3 longing 
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vi Account of the Author. 
belonging to the Duke of Parma, ob- 
ſerving that his Son Ferrante Palla- 
vicino was much inclin'd to Letters, 
took care to cultivate that good Diſ- 
ſition, by giving him a Noble and 
iberal Education. At the Age of 
Sixteen Ferrante Pallavicino had 
made a great Progreſs in the Study 
of Humanity; and being of a reſer- 
ved Temper, he took the Reſolution 
of a retir'd Life, and choſe the Order 
of the Auguſtine. He was admitted 
befare he was Seventeen among the 
 Lateran Canons at Milan, where he 
rfued with great Application the 
Study of Divinity, He took Orders 
at the uſual Time, and ſoon became 
4 celebrated Preacher. He was a great 
Maſter of Eloquence; but not Being 
fatisfied with that Talent which the Ro- 
miſh Preachers chiefly affect, he was ve- 
ry earneſt to adorn his Diſcourſes with 
no leſs Erudition than Eloquence, 
and therefore gave himſelf up to the 
Study of the Holy Scriptures and Pri- 
mitive Writers; which he quoted to 
ſo excellent a Purpoſe in his Sermons 
that it gave Offence, and occaſion” 
his being ſuſpended from Preaching ; 
and had it not been for the Intereſt of 


' 


, * ng 
1 ==. 1 Le 4 
— n OO ' | 
4 ) = OY 
SO —— n 
7 wa f Y 4 "EY —_—— 
wh 2 3 3 
- 2" 1 


Account of the Author. vii 
his Friends, he wou'd have been ſe; 
to learn better Doctrines in the Ho 
Tnquiſition., His intimate Acquain- 
tance, took great Pains to dillwade 
him from his uſual Liberty in trea- 
ting of Matters of Religion, and ex- 

oling the Corruptions of the Clergy, 
The reprefented to him, that Abuſes 
and Vices, of what Nature ſoever 
that had taken ſuch deep Root, cou? 
not eaſily be remov'd ; that none but 
the Pope himſelf could do it, and that 
his Holineſs would never attempt it ; 
That the true Intereſt of Religion was 
the leaſt Concern of the Clergy; that 
Power was all their Aim; that they 
were of long ſtanding in Poſſeſſion of 
it, and wou'd not only maintain it by all 
Means whatever, but lay hold of all 
| Occaſions to ſcrew it up tothe higheſt - 
Pitch, They adviſed Ferrexte to leave 
the World as he found it, to give 
Way to the Torrent, and ſteer with 
the Advantage of Wind and Tide, 
which were ſo favourable to him; 


ſince by his bright Parts, great Learn» 


ing, and noble Birth, he could not Fe 


fail of attaining the higheſt Dignities 
of the Church. All theſe Arguments, 
though never ſo rational, as to the 

| A 4 World, 


viii Account of the Author. 
World, had no Weight with Ferraute, 
who was a diſintereſted, ſincere, ho- 
neſt Man, and a Lover of Truth. His 
Friends fearing leſt this Humour, and 
ſome Satyrica tings he was ſuſ- 
pedted to be the Author of, ſhould 
plunge him into Difficulties, they ob- 
tain'd a Licence from his Superior for 
him to travel into France, hoping 
that Converſation and more Expe- 
rience of the World would abate his 
Severity, and make him ſenſible of 
the Truth of that ancient Saying, Ob- 
ſeguium amicos, veritas odium parit. 
- - Ferrante Pallavicino gladly accept- 
ed of his Superior's Licence: He pro- 
d to himſelf great Satisfaction in 
. peruſing ſuch Editions and ſuch Books 
- as the Inquiſition condemns in Ita. 
 Hewent directly to Parts, where he 
_ chiefly convers'd with the Doctors 
of the Sor bonne, who did not a little 
confirm him in his Diſlike of the Pa- 
pal Authority. He alſo had ſeveral 
Conferences with ſome of the Church 
of Charenton; and had frequent Diſ- 
putes with them on the chief Points 
of the Reformation; which though 
he manag'd with all poſſible Dexte- 
rity, yet he was ſenſible how much 
N | 4 they | 
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Account of the Author. ix 
chey were in the right, and he in the 
wrong. 5 

The Time of his Licence being al- 
moſt expir'd, Ferrante was forc'd to 
return to 7taly, but reſolv'd never to 
ſee his Convent more. He went to 
Venice, where he was well receiv'd 
on Account of his Family. There he 
thought himſelf ſecure from the In- 
ſults of the Inquiſition, which is not 
there ſo rigorous as in other Parts, all 
the Proceedings of that Tribunal paſ- 
ſing in the Preſence of two Senators, 
who hold it to the ſtrict Rules of the 
Canon and Civil Law. Ferrante in- 
ſinuated himſelf into the familiar Ac- 
quaintance of the Conde de la Nocca, 
Ambaſſador of Spain; who was ſo fond 
of his Wit and Converſation, that 
he took him into his Houſe. There 
Ferrante believing himſelf ſafe, writ 
ſome Satyrical Pieces againſt the Bar- 
berins, the then Pope's Relations; 
for he had an admirable Talent that 
Way. Some of his Writings he got 
printed with Licence; but his Corriero 
Sualigiato, a ſevere Satyr againſt the 
Pope, the Barberins, and ſeveral of 
the Italian Princes, could not paſs the 
Imprimatur. He therefore got it 
eh” printed 
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x Account of the Author. 
inted privately in the Ambaſſador's 
Houſe, W hereupon Vitelli, the Pope's 
Nuncio, made ſuch Complaints in the 
Name of his Holineſs, that the Am- 
baſſador diſown'd him as his Servant, 
and diſmiſs'd him from his Houſe ; 
and upon the Nuncio's further In- 
ſtances, Ferrante was committed to 
Priſon by the State; but was well 
us'd, and much viſited by the Great 
and Learned, who held him in much 
Eſteem. At the End of Six Months, 
the Duke of Ama going into Ger- 


many, obtain'd his Releaſement, and 
took him along with him for his Chap». 
At Augsburg, Ferrante falling 


lain. 
ill of the Small- Pox, was left there till 
the Duke's Return from Vienna, which 
Was full ten Months. 
Eovery, he had frequeng Converſa- 
tion with many of the ned Pro- 
feſſors of the then two REMTm'd Re- 
ligions, who, though 7 in the 
moſt eſſential Points of Chriſtianity, 
yet entirely differ'd in Chriſtian Cha- 
rity, hating one another, even more 
than the Church of Nome, from whoſe 
Errors they had ſeparated. The Cal. 
viniſts he convers'd with did always 
treat of Matters of Controverſy with 
| | _ great 


After his Re- 
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Account of the Author. xi 
great Heat; but the Lutherans were 


more calm, who, believing him to be 
different Principles, ſeldom touch of 


ed on thoſe Matters. He found them 


much divided among themſelves; 
ſome, out of a Mild and Chriſtian Niſ- 
poſition, being willing to give up or 
alter ſuch N as Were merely ex- 
ternal, and no Ways eſſential to Re- 
ligion, in order to obtain an Union 
among Proteſtants; whilſt the others 
were of ſuch high Principles, and fo 
fond of Church- Authority, that they 
ſeem'd rather inclin'd to be reconcil'd 
with the Church of Rome, than not 
have it in their Power to. cruſh their 
Enemies, who dar'd to diſagree. with 
them about Ceremonies, and even 
| hated their ownBrethren of the ſame 
Communion, who did not concur in 
this Pions End. * 
Ferrante obſerving how little Chri- 
ſtian Charity was to be found, even 
among thoſe who profeſs the Chri- 
ſtian Faith in its greateſt Purity, re- 
ſolv'd upon writing the Celeſtial Di- 
vorce. He had no ſooner finiſhed the 
firſt Book, but he ſent it to the Preſs, 
and went on with the other two. In 
the ſecond he treated very ape 
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Xit Account of the Author. 


of the Riſe of Errors in the Chriſtian 


Doctrine, and of the Church and Pa- 
pal Authority, and was very ſatyrical 
upon all the Religious Orders, eſpe- 
cially the Jeſuits and the Inquiſition, 
He concluded this Book with the 
Children of the Adultereſs. _ | 
Whilſt he was writing the third 
Book, according to his Scheme, Do- 
ctor Buchanan, a Scotch Divine, a 
Man of great Learning, and of ex- 
cellent Morals, Almoner to the Queen 


of Bohemia, Daughter of K. James I. 


came to Augiburg, here hearing much 


of Ferrante, he made him a Viſit. 


Their Converſation ran upon the ſad 
and melancholly Diſtractions that hap- 
en'd in the World thro” the wicked 
iviſions among Chriſtians, who per- 


verted the lovely and delightful At- 


Love and Charity, into a than 
Heathemiſh Hatred of one Mother; 
and all this upon the Account of Opi- 
nions merely ſpeculative, which, far 
from being eſſential to Religion, de- 
{troy the very Foundation of it. Fer- 
rante was very inquiſitive with the 
Doctor concerning the Doctrine and 
2 Diſeipline 


tributes of the Chriſtian "BE 


{a 


Account of the Author. xii 


8 Diſcipline of the Church of England; 
and was ſo much delighted with the 
Account he gave him, that altering 

his Scheme in the third Book, he pre- 
ferr'd that Church to be the Church 

of Chriſt. In returning the Doctor's 
Viſit, he communicated the whole 
Work to him; which the Doctor ha- 
ving perus'd, he told Ferrante, That 
though he did the Chureh of England 
Juſtice as to her Doctrine, yet the 
Clergy, generally ſpeaking, did not 

| deſerve ſo great a Compliment ; for 

at that very Time the Biſhops and 
Clergy, by their unaccountable No- 
tions, both of Church and State, 
were involving the Nation in a Civil 
War, which could not but end in the- 
Deſtruction of both; That they had 

no Charity among them; That they 
rſecuted, more than they would do 
eathens, Men of the fame moſt ho- 

ly Faith, who only diſſented from 
them in Ceremonies, whilſt they ca- 
reſſed and ſnew'd the higheſt Com- 
plaiſance to their known avowed E. 
nemies the Papiſts. He added, That 
a great Part of the Clergy of England 
gave Occaſion for Scandal in the po- 
pular Elections for Members of Par- 


liament, 


xiv Account of the Author. 
ment, Where, inſtead of a ſetting - 


upon Doctor Buchanan s Advice: He 


ood Exa to others by a grave 
n Matter of ſuch Con- = 
ſequence,. they appear'd moſt turbu- MM | 
lent and factious, animating the Peo- 
ple to hate one another, keeping up 
conſtant Feuds among them, and ge- 
nerally voting themſelves, and ſoliciCvt. 
ting for Men of the moſt relaxed Prin- 
ciples and Morals, whilſt they oppo- 
ſed with all their Might ſuch as they 
knew to be religious, and conſtantly 
frequented the eſtabliſn'd Divine Ser- 
vice, whom they branded with the 


Name of Puritans, becauſe they were 


of charitable Chriftian Principles, and 
Enemies to Perſecution, The Doctor 

concluded, ſaying, That though the 

Church of Eugland was of it ſelf 
ſo pure in its Doctrines, as to be 
eſteemed the Centre in which all 
Chriſtians might unite, yet he was 
afraid that too many of the Clergy 


were ſo fond of Dominion and Church- 


Authority, that they only wanted an 
Opportunity to throw: off the Maſque, 


and be reconciled with the Church of 


 Ferrante perfected his third Book 


made 


Account of the Author. xv 
made St. Paul, after having viſited. 
che ſeveral Reformed Churches, de- 
= clare his Preference of the Church of 
Eiland, as the beſt conſtituted to be 

an univerſal Chriſtian Church; in Pur- 
ſuance of which he ſent Letters to all 
the Proteſtant Churches, recommend - 
ing to them to unite with that of Eng- 
land, as the only Means to ſupport 
each other, and deſtroy the Adultereſs. 
St. Paul alſo wrote a Letter to the 
Biſhops of England, exhorting them 
to perform the great Charge incum- 
bent upon them, eſpecially in relation 
to their governing the inferior Clergy, 
and being very careful on whom they 
laid their Hands. He concluded the 
Letter with this Declaration, That 
when the Church of Fngland ſhall be 
brought to that State of Perfection, 
that her Practice ſhall be agreeable to 
her Doctrine, ſhe will then have a juſt 
Claim to be the Viſible Church; but 
till then the Church of God will reſide 
in the Purity of the Hearts of the 
Faithful, whereſoever diſpers d, or 
howſoever diſtinguiſh d. 

Ferrante had not Time to print theſe 
three Books. The Impreſſion of the 
firſt was ſcarce finiſh'd, when the Duke 


of 


vi Atlount of the Authur: 
of Amal return'd from Vienna, upon 


Poſt, as from a Secretary of Cardinal 


out for Ferrante Pallavirino, and of- 


»  * 


whigh he was forc'd to accompany 
his Back to Italy. In all convenient 


Places, during his Journey, he forward 


ed ſome Printed Copies of the firſt 


Book to ſeveral Perſons in different 


Parts. Upon his Arrival at Venice, 

he found it requiſite to lie hid; for 
the Court of Rome was ſo exaſperated 
at his Book, that upon the bare Suſ- 
picion of his being the Author, a Price 
was ſet upon his Head. Ferrante la 

the more eaſily conceal'd, he being ſo 
ſtrangely disfigur'd with theSmall-Pox, 
that his moſt intimate Friends ſcarce 


knew him [30 


Pitelli, the Pope's Nuncio at Ve. 
nice, believing he was there, and 
owing him a Grudge upon the Ac- 


count of a Satyrical Dedication to him, 


fought all Opportunities, under-hand, 
of diſcovering his Abode. He em- 
ployed one Morfu, according to Mo- 
rers de Breske, a Frenchman, who 
liv'd by Play, to aſſiſt him in the Diſ- 
covery. This artful Villain contriv'd 
a Letter, which came by the French 


Richelieu, which charg'd him to look 


fer 


— 


Account of the Author. xvii 
fer him, from the Cardinal, 4 Penſion 
in France, and to conduct him thi- 
ther. He contriv d it ſo, as to receive 
this Letter in the Company of an in- 
timate Friend of Ferrante; who not 
ſuſpecting the Villany, conducted him 
to bim, Ferrante reſolving to go to 
France, they choſe the Way of Orange 
as the ſafeſt, The Traytor Jed et 
Way ; and inſtead of going to Orange, 

L the wrong Side of he Brook, 


too 
that divides the Territories of Q#azge 
and Avignon. They were immediately 
ſurrounded by Cuſtom-houſe Officers, 
and carried into the City, under Pre- 
tence of ſearching for Contraband 
Goods. Ferranute coming near the 
Gate of Avignon, perceiv'd the Pope's 
Arms, and was ſenſible, but too late, 
that he Was betray'd. He was com- 
mitted to a dark Dungeon;: and the 
French Villain being ſet free, and re- 
warded for what he had done, went 
to Paris, where a'Gentleman, who 
had known Ferrante there, fought 
him, and kill'd him. . 

Ferrante ſuffer d with Conſtancy of 
Mind great Cruelties in his Priſon for 
ten Months, when it was propos'd to 
him, that upon a Recantation, he 
r ſhould 
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iii Achaumt of the Author. 


ſhouldbe pardon d. But he rejected | 
the Offer, laying, be glorled to d 6 
in the Cauſe of Truth. Time was gi> © 
ven him to conſider better of it; Pen, 
Ink and Paper were allow'd him, and 
ps was better us'd; but in three Months, 
his Holineſs mala he perſiſted in his 
Reſolution, and had during that Time 
only compos d a ſhort Treatiſe upon 
Melancholy, ſome Articles of Accuſa- 
tion were exhibited againſt him; which 
he anſwer'd with no lefs Learting 
than Courage. But as that was merely 
out of Form, they deſigning nothing 
leſs than a real Tryal, Sentence of 
. Death came from Rome againft him: 
According to Which, he was beheaded 
= privately in.the Court of the Caſtle of 
Avignon, fourteen Months after his 
 Impriſonment, in the Year 16 and - 


: 


© 


- g OI , 

in the 34th Year of his Age. 
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j are more pure and pious, 

aland ſavour more of the Spi> 
rit of Chriſtianity; than ydu ima- 

gine; but ſuch is the Malice of the - 

Age we live in, that he is imme- 

az diately 
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5 © declared an Heretick who 
; conderans the Actions of the Curt 
e Rome, be they what they vill. 
This proceeds from Blindneſs and 
Ignorance, in making no Diſtinction 
|  berween the Authority of the Popes, 


and their Paſſions; and in not con- 


fidering what is the real Conſequence 
of the one, what of the other. 


His Holineſs certainly impoſes on 
himſelf, if he pretends to maintain 


he is not to be reptoved. Chriſt, 
who could not Sin, vas cruciſied; 


andi ſnall not the Pope, Ibo is en 
in Sin, and who, it is probable, . 
daily fins, be ſubject to Reproof? 
| David's Ear vas not ſo tender; and 
che Primitive n and Doctom 
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of fe: Chuith/ vele iS fir ro 
rejecting the prudent and charita- 
ble Admonitions of the Faithful, that 
they received chem vith Gratitude 
and Humility. If Poor Saint Ber- 
nard ſhould offer to correct the ma- 
ny Abuſes of this preſent Age with- 
che lame Freedom he did thoſe of 
his Time, his Name would ſooner” | 
be regiſter d among the prohibitec 
Books, than in the Catalogue of 
Saints. But I am in Fear of no ſuch 
Danger; nor do I now vrite to 
juſtify my Intentions: 1 
is thay God knows my Hearr, © Tr 
1 offer; this Book as a Means to 
difabuſe you of thoſe credulous Opi- 

nions, chat have in à manner not 


* 3 bas 
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only oecaſioned, but ſupported the 
Inſolence of thoſe who by their diſ- 

4 orderly | Unwarxantable Practices, 
have put all Europe into Confuſion, 
to the great Offence of thoſe who. 
entertain right Notions of Things, 
and have à juſt and due Regard for 
the Chriſtian Religion, If che 
Things I have to offer be both plea- 
ſing and profitable, vhy ſhould I, 
doubt of a kind Reception? I am 
very ſenſible, that at the firſt View 
neither che Title not Argument vill 
be thought too pious; but the Pa- 
ste is not to judge of Phyſick: "a 
pend thereſore your Judgment 'rill 
you have read this Treatiſe; and if 
you then find it tends in the eaſt 
Vac | Fo [8 2 to 


Ne Dodication. xxiii 
e you deſpiſe the Catholick 
Religion, I ſubmit both the Book and 
Author to. your Cenſure: But if, on 

the conttary, the Deſign is only 
0 make, you deteſt the abominable 

Actions of. ſuch wicked. Perſons, as 
bid Defiance to the Law of Chrilt, 
vou cannot accuſe and condemn, my 
Teal as being itreligious, in my 
| publickly cxpoſing the injuries they 
| baye done to the Chriſtian Faith. 
pic Many Hereticks have ſuffer d 
for writing againſt the Rites, of the 
Church of Rome; but he vho only 

prices, againſt thoſe vbo do not ob- 
| frye its Rites and Ceremonies, has 
no Reaſon, to fear the ſame hard 


"iis * being 4 2 great Difference 


2 


2 4 


- | 


| + wag Ti he RY 


between thoſe that obſerve the Pres 
eepts of Religion, and thoſe that 
 Hegle@' them. But perhaps you 
vill ay, This Book is vtitten 4. 
günſt the Pope. Here again you 
muſt make a Diitinction: It is not 
written againſt the Pope, but a- 
gainſt his vile and illegal Uſurpa- 
tions. I pay a due Reſpect to his 
Authority; but the Lavs of Chriſ} 
do no vhere oblige me to reverence 
his Paſſions: Hir is lawful; upon 
juſt Occaſions; to #eſtrain his wild 
exorbitant Delites, to take up Arms 
againſt | his Holineß, why" 1 Wri- 
ting unlawful ? Read then "this 
Tag, and do not find fault vith 
my * krigned and invented 
„ 


* 


4* 


Te Dedication. xxv 
theſe Diſcourſes berween God the Fa- 
ther, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt; ſince 
it is uſual with the Writers of the 
Holy Scripture to do fo, the better to 
adapt and accommodate their In- 
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HRIST ſeeing his Spouſe, the 
Church of Rome,  proftitute 
her ſelf to the Luſts and — Paſ- 
ſions of ſeveral Popes, and particu» 
larly of Urban VIII. reſolves * 
a Divorce, not thinking it for his 
Honour to cohabit r with an 


Ane x) * 


ee l YO that diſpo fed 

Chriſt ta take this Reſolution are next 
related, viz. The Loſs of his Honour 
in the Opinion of all Nationr, occa- 
ſaned by. the Treaſures. which his 


_ Appetites of her * 


Spouſe conſumed in ſupporting the en- 


. Cy 


| fame uit h theſe way 
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The Contents. 
and the Contempt into which. the Sew 
of God m 5 -by 
Diſorders committed in his Family, 
without the leaft Shame, Rome it 


e / an 4, as 
F 2 * N * 


8 en. 
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Kea Nn N 
determines the Diworce. D 
leſs, to proceed with the 'utmaft 


Cir- 


cumſpectiun, for the good Example of 
Mankind, the Eternal Fat ber com. 


miſſians St. Paul to deſcend upon 


the 


n 


« —— his "Deſcent, goer 

to Lucca, Parma, Florence, Ve 
nice; the Beelefiaſtical" State; and, 
luaſtly, ro Rome; where having ſeen + 
the many Abiſes "that" weve "there 


IS — and * es” -i 


AS. * 


The Gontents 
informed himſelf of the diſſolute Be- 
haviaur of the Church ef Rome, y 
the many and grievous C pl 
preferr'd 1 her, he compleats 

bis Proceſs; and being | afterwards 
obliged" by. an Accident to make his. 
Eſcape from Rome, he prepares to 
 felurnto Heaven; where, nothing re- 
maining to prove the Juſtice of Chriff 


Accuſation, the nee nh 
len W J 
eien. „ Nr > 

+ By this Sora of cin how 


his Spouſe, no more Legitimate Chil- 
dren, I mean, Holy Men and Vir- 
tuous Perſons, were now to be en- 

pefied: Whereas, on the contrary, 
by. the Commerce ſve has hitherto had 
with" her Adulterers, ſie has been 
fruitful i in Baſtard Chriſtiant, in Hy- 
- poerites, Jeſuits, and many others ; 
who, under the Appearance of Holi- 
| * and Religion, ars in Reality 
M2 the 


1 


The Contents 


the moſt Deteflable and Perverſe G 
neration that ever yet N in 4 
World. we3- wit” g 5 Guy 
. . e eln 

met er being 
vin, Luther, and * Authors of 
ſeveral 'Seffr," came immediately to 
offer their reſpelt ive Churches to Chriſt 
for bis 
ful of ibe Injuries be received «from 
his Romiſh 8 pouſe, chuſes rather to 
5 than be 


live in a State 75 Celibacy, 
| again amited in M with Hu- 


| man Naum; whoſ#® Falſbood and 
. , Treachery he wag: et 1 


Kr e dee e 
| ,* a 


This Work: is divided into JOE 
Parts: The Firſt treats, of the 
Diſſolute Maumers of the Adul- 


flardi of the Church of Rome: 
of the 


| The Third, Of the Cl, , 


publific, cal- 


Spouſe :- But He, being mind- 


rereſs + The Second, Of the B- 


% 


— 
9 


The Contents. 
ot her Churches to be the Spouſe of 
Chriſt. 

I ſhall now only preſent you. with 
the Firſt; if it meets with a kind 
and favourable Reception fram 
Men of Senſe and Underſtand- 


ing, what remains ſhall ſoon be 
made publick. 


b 
* 
N 1 
I 4 | 
| * 
a 
%* * 
VI 


1 


Celeſtial Drvoxe n. 


— 


* 


BKI 


— 


. The PREFACE. 


(ccreant that thou art, flat- 
MR ter not thy ſelf chat thy 
Sins do not cry to Heaven 
for Vengeance. If you be- 
lieve the Holy Scriptures there will 
you find, that the Son of God ſuf- 
fered Death upon the Croſs for 

Adam's Tranlgreſſion. He indeed 
in fome meaſure might have plead- 
ed this Excuſe, that he was lately en- 
tered into the World; but what can 
* no 


11 , 


* 


. Sul 0 * 
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f ka Ä fÄÄ EET. ' C 
now. be ſaid; that Iniquity 18 ' ſo 
ſtrangely mul tip lied Upon Earth, that 


to ſin againſt God is natural to Man, 
Degenerate World that under the 


falſe Pretence of Nature vould ex- 
cuſe a din, that dre the Son of God 
from Heaven, thoſe Regions of eter- 
nal Bliſs and — as ſuffer a 
cruel and ſhameful Death. If you 
believe theſe Things to be true, be 


not ſurpriſed to read in this Treatiſe, 


what new Occaſions of Diſcontent 
Jeſus Chriſt hath received from the 


Church of Rome, with the ſtrange 


and unheard-of Conſequences of 
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The Father — addreſſes his 
Son, demands the Reaſon of his 
being ſo much diſpleaſed with his 
Spouſe, and endeavours t0 per- 
We on Him to a Reconciliation. 

* 

E Word, 1 v1. not non 

| declare my Mind 10 you, 
in former Times, by the Meſſage of 

an Angel. Upon urgent Occaſions 
that greatly concern the Honour of 
the Throne, it behoveth the Fa- 
ther to diſcourſe his Son vith full 

Liberty and Freedom; and ir is the 

Son's Duty to hearken with Attet- 

tion to the Words of his Father, 

I have for ſome time, My: only 


Begotten, „obſerved with great Re- 
gret that the paſſionate Love you bore 


your Spouſe is much abated. a f 
7 pad for a» God to wonder at any 


B 2 thing, - 


wwe äʒ..᷑;] —Uw’:“— vv 
E * * 


| * ee was decreed; what 
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thing, I ſhould certainlyſbe ſurpriſed 
at ſo ſtrange an Alteration. 1 — 
how you formerly ſuffered on the 
Croſs in the Form of a Servant, for 
the Love of your Spouſe; to obtain 
by your Death her true Affections. 
You loved before you was beloved, 


you thed for no . End than to 
convince her, how well you loved 


her; but now that Love is turned 
into Hatred, and ſhe whom you 


bought with the Price of your Blood, 


is now become indifferent to you. 


You may remember, my Son, how 


＋ formerly adviſed you, never to 


look vith à kind Regard upon 
ungrateful Human Nature, who 


manifeſted her Scorn of her Cre- _ 
_ * ator, from the time the farlt a appear- 


ed in the World. But ſince your 
Love, your tender Love prevailed 
upon your Vengeance, and that for 
the Accompliſhment of your Deſires 


Reaſons 


* 


The Celeſtial Divorce,” 5 
Reaſons cad you have to alienate 
your Affections? Why is all Heaven 


thus uncaſy? Remeraber, my Son, 
how great vas the Joy of the Celeſti- 
al Inhabitants, when they ſaw ſuch 
a hopeful numerous Iſſue ariſe from 
your Marriage with the Church xf 
Rome. Then it vas that J hoped to ſee 
the Heavens filled with your Progeny, 
and my End in creating Man accom- 
pliſhed. What are now become of 
thoſe tender Expreſſions, with which 
your Beloved: contended vith you, 
who beſt ſhould love? when in Re- 
compence of all your Sufferings for 
her, ſhe offer'd you Thouſands of in- 
nocent Martyrs, who, in Exchange 
for your moſt precious Blood, were 
laviſh of their own, which was plen- 
rifully ſhed by the Swords of cruel. 
and merclels Tyrants. I do not de- 
ſign to take her Part, nor will I re- 
mind you of her former Merits to 


ſooth and alleviate the bitterneſs of 
| B 3 7 
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your Anguiſh; but in caſe any evil 


wicked Spirit has ſovn the Seeds of 


Diſſention between you, it would 
grieve me much, that ſhe who was 
once the Delight of your Soul, your 


only Joy and Conſolation, ſhould 


now upon your leaving her, be 
as a Widow and not multiply and 
increaſe. How vill this prejudice 
the Peopling of Heaven, which we 
have both ſo much at Heart; and 


what an Advantage vill it give to 
the common Enemy: Beſides, you 


vill loſe the Fruits of your Sufferings, 


And is the not the ſame beloved 


Spouſe, for whoſe dear Sake you 
left the Manſions of Light and Glo- 


ry, and diveſted your ſelf even of 
your Divinity? What vill the World 

nov think of your Repentance, can 
2 God repent: | 


* 
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Chrift, in an * to his Bother, telle 
bim the Reaſons of his Diſcontent, 
and inſiſts _ * by Di. 
nnd 
4 

u Sovereign Father; 
I the: Time that your Ma- 
jjeſty created Man, and vas 
afterwards forced to deſtroy him for 
his Wickedneſs, Repentance fitſt vas 
knovn in Heaven. This Ungrateful 
Creature, forgetting all that God 


Nd r king. "Selina 


deſtroyed vith theſe Words of the 
Creator, Pænitet me feciſſe hominem; 
nor vas it repugnant to the immutable 
Nature of God, vho is a Being of 
infinite Goodnels, ſince it vas de- 
creed from the Foundation of the 
World, that the Wrath of the Al- 
e eee e 
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wicked Men. Why ſhould it then 
ſeem ſtrange, if I, who amo high- 
ly provoked with their Ingratitude, 
have turned my Love into Hatred, 
and repent that I raiſed them to fo 
high a Station, at no leſs an Ex- 
pence, than the ſhedding of my 
Blood. You, O Father, created Man, 
and I redeemed: him; but ſince he 
has proved himſelf unworthy of two 
ſuch great, ſuch ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ſings, we both repent. As to the 
Church of Rome my Spouſe, if you 
look upon her, you cannot but own, 


that my preſenc Diſpleaſure has a 


- juſt Foundation, and that my Di- 
vorce is abſolutely neceſſary. Look 
- "down and fee, O Sovereign Father, 
in what a ſhameful and infamous 
manner ſhe proſtitutes her ſelf to 
_ » thoſe very Perſons, vhom the Holy 
Ghoſt ordained to rule over her. 
See vith what Pleaſure ſhe wanton- 
9 ly tjots in their lewd Embraces, who 
"P ulurp 
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uſurp my Bed, and defile my Ho- 
nour. O how is ſhe changed from 
what ſhe was! inſtead of her former 
beautiful Simplicity, ſec how ſhe ap- 

_ pears adorned with Gold and preci- 
ous Stones! Luxury and Pride are 
her conſtant Attendants; to what 
' Purpoſe is all this pompous Magni- 
ficence, but toappear the more ami- 

able in the Eyes of her Adulterers 2 
but having once abandoned her ſelf 

to a Reprobate State, what Exceſſes 

is ſhe nor guilty of, and having loſt 
all Shame, how deſperately Lewd and 

Extravagant is ſhe even in my own © 

Houle? And ſtill to provoke and af- 
front me the more, the calls her ſelf 
my Spouſe, her Adulterers my Ser- 

vants, and they, who above all o- 

thers contemn my Name, and tram- 

ple my Honour under their Feet, 

are vith her my Miniſters. Once 
indeed I called the Temple of Feru- 

ſalem à Den of Thieves, becauſe it 

y Vas 
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was filled with Buyers and Sellers; 


but what ſhall I now call che Church 
of Rome, who harbours Multitudes 
not of ſach who buy, but plunder; 5 
not of ſuch who ſell, but proſtitute 
.to their Luſt and Fs Doc 
the t by my precious 
F "which ot; hed for of lan's Por 
tion? Let theſe are the Men my 
2 5 is moſt fond of, . theſe ſhe 
adores even ro Idolaty; and after 
theſe Indignities ſhall I patiently ſuf- 
fer them to mount my Throne, and 
receive the Homage that is paid them 
by the Faithful? See but what Uſe 
5 make of my Revenues, which 
the Piety of ancient Chriſtiahs left 
for the Maintenance of the Poor; 
they now are all in the Poſleſſ on of 
one Man, Who! is ſo greedy; fo in- 
ſatiably covetous, that he almoſt de- 
ſtroys he Belief of the Miracle, the 
_ Goſpel (peaks of, that Chriſt with a 
ew Loaves and \ Fiſhes farisfied the 


. Husger 


( 
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Hunger of ſeveral Thouſands, when 
now as many Millions of Gold can- 
not ſatisfy the Avarice * one tena- 
cious ſordid Pontiff. I pray you 
would be pleaſed to ſee with hat 
Extravagance Urban VII has almaſt 
vaſted the Wealth of the Church; 

and how he makes no other Uſe of 
it, than to ſupport the Pride and 
Tyranny of his Nephews; which, is 
a Matter of ſo great Scandal, that it 
is publickly ſaid, that the impious 
Julian did Chriſtianity more Service 


in ſttipping the Church of. her 


Riches, than the pious Conſlautine, "FR 


who, by endowing it with ſuch vaſt F 


Poſſeſſions, gave Occaſion to ſuch 
pernicious Abuſes. However theſe 
Things do not much ſurpriſe me; 
.when 1 vas in the World 1 law my 
Spoils divided among thoſe by = 

1 was crucified; but what Qs me 

moſt, is, to 550 the Baſeneſs and 

Diſhoneſty of my Spouſe become ſo 


noto- 
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notorious to all the World. The 
Complaints of all People touch me 
to the Heart; whatever Pains ſhe 
rakes to conceal her abominable In- 
famies, yet they are the Subject of 
every ones Diſcourſe. Some call her 
covetous Babylon, Others a Neſt of 
Hypocriſy; ſome a School of Impi- 
ety, Others again call her the Re- 
fuge of all Wickedneſs, a Brothel, 
where without Shame or Remorſe the 
moſt execrable Debaucheries are dai- 
iy committed. Can then the Divine 
Honour cohabit any longer with an 


opprobrious Adultereſs, and not be 


ſtained vith her Pollutions? Once, 
O Father, I took the Cup of Bitter- 
neſs for her Sake, but now her Lewd- 
neſs gives me too much Diſtaſte to 
take a Second; then indeed I choſe 
to die for her, becauſe 1 was to riſe 
in Glory; but J cannot now live a- 

ny longer with her, my Repura- 
tion and Honour lye at Stake, the 


preſerving 
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preſerving of which is of the utmoſt 

Conſequence. Should I bear any 
longer with her ſhamelels Practices, 
I ſhould. certainly become the Scorn 
of all People; for ſhe is advanced 
to ſuch. an Exceſs. in ever Thing 
that is evil, that there is no Poſſi- 
bility of a Reconciliation. I there- 
fore, O Father Almighty, beg Leave 
to inſiſt, that I may be Divorced ; 
nor.can you refuſe to grant me my 
Requeſt, . ſince my Diſhonour will 
equally affect the other . Perſons of 
the Trinity. 7 
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5 e (Either, g moved by 

"the . ales his Son, 
os ung to give him Sati:facti- 
on. Bui to procrrul with that Cir- 
uuf eftion, which is inherent o 
Die Faſtice, he commands Br. 
Paul 70 deſcend upon the Earth to 

Dealv the Complaints of Mortuli, 
and Ara np an exalt Information 
\ of the Life pa +5." 
miſh Spouſe. | 


TY AUL, the 8 which an 
P unchaſt Woman has occaſioned 
are exceeding great, Heaven is not 
free from them. My only Begotten 
Son is in deep Concern, and la- 
ments the Behaviour of his Spouſe 
the Church. I have endeavoured to 
reconcile them, but as He has Rea- 


ſon to be diſpleaſed, and as He is 
* e 


* 


* 
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well, Known te me; yet I will not 
proceed to paſs Sentence againſt her 
upon his ſingle Accuſation, it being 
aprecable to the Divine Juſtice, tho 
it be never ſo perfectly acquainted 
vith the Crimes of Men, to uſe 
great. Caution in proceeding to Pu- 
niſhment, thereby to ſet an Exam- 
ple to the World. Nov that our 
Reſolutions may appear the more 
Equitable, it is my Pleaſure, that 
you, viſit Mankind, to hear their 
Complaints, and inform your ſelf ex- 


adly of che Life and as = 
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the Romiſs Spouſe. The Underta- 
king is, I know, very dangerous; for 
to cover her Crimes, ſhe perſecutes 
thoſe with the urmoſt Cruelty who 
cenſure her Conduct; bur reſt aſſu- 
red, that that approved diſtinguiſh- 
ed Courage, which ſupported you 
under thoſe difficult Tryals, which 


you underyent for Jeſus Chriſt, will 


not deſert you upon this Occaſion. 
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St. Paul obeys the Command of the Al- 


mighty, and having taken upon him 
a Human Shape, he deſcends upon 
the Earth. He arrives at Lucca, 
where being informed of the Revolt 
of that Republick, and enquiring 
into the Reaſon of it, 4 Citizen 


gives him the following Account. 


i F all the popes of chis preſent 


Age, Urban VIII. in his latter 


his 


- 


s  F Ws  F Ss, _ -- 


4 F 


al of the Strength of their Poyſons 
upon the ſma ler Animals. 'Th 
Neighbouring Princes, unmoved*s 


The 22 Devore 


1 
his Jubilces and Indulgences; 2 
to ſhew, the World that he has AE 
thority to curſe as well as bleſs,” hi 
reſolyes to alter his Style for the 
future, and to thunder out nothif 
but Excommunications. It has bee 
the Fate of this little Commons 
Wealth t to feel the ill Effects of his 
Cenſures, like thoſe vho make Tiy- 


our Misfortunes, gave him Encou- 


Tagement to launch his next Thun- 


derbolt againſt che Duke of Parma; 
ſo that now each State muſt expect 
in their Turn to receive the ſame 

Treatment; for if the Affairs of the 
World are ſubject to an equal Viciſ- 
ſuude, Ex communications will chort- 
ly be as frequent as Jubilees. Our 
Quarrel vun the Pope i is now made 
publick. I vill only tell you, clule 


it was occaſioned by the inſu ort- 
9 "a thy 


a» 
* 


18 Te Celeial Divorce. 
able Inſolence of the Clergy, vhich 
forced us to a juſt Reſentment. His 
Holineſs takes it heinoully ill, that 
fo ſmall a Common- Wealth ſhould 
dare to expreſs their Reſentment a- 

ainſt them, whereas he ought ra- 
— to have pitied our Exlamiry, 
and conſidered with himſelf, that 
our State is too poor to endure ſo 
inſupportable an Inſolence. Yer ſtill 
he continues obſtinate in his Cen- 
ſures, and chuſes rather to deſtroy 
us, than moderate the Pride and Ar- 
rogance of his Miniſters. But as 
ve are no vays conſcious of having 
done any thing to deſerve to be ex- 
cluded from 155 Worſhip of God, 
ve comfort our {elves in this our Ad- 
verſity, vith the Thoughts, that 
Balaam curſed unjuſtly Fi People 
e Iſtael. In the mean while, ve 
_ ule all Means to come to an Accom- 
modation by the Friendly Interpo- 


fi 


Ation of ſome Perſons who are in 
5 Favour 
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Favour with the Cardinals his Ne- 
phevs; that by their Mediation his 
bs may be diſpoſed to forgive 
_ — not vithout Hopes, that 

e Words of an Als may produce 
a new Miracle. But AI ve 
have been unſucceſsful. The Bar- 
berins are now in Arms, and our 
Intereſt obliges us to ſue for Peace; 
but as io vhat regards our Souls, if 
Excommunication has the Po ver to 
ſeparate us from the preſent Church, 
ve ſhall eſteem it a very great Hap- 
pineſs to be divided from ſo impure 
and infected a Body, by which we 
ſhall be freed from a before us 
continual* Examples of ſuch vbo 
ſpend their Life in Sacrilege, and be 
delivered: from that Deſpair, into 
which the Tyranny” of the Prieſts 
has enſlaved us. But happen what 
will, we entirely depend upon the 
Juſtice of our Cauſe, and hope that 


all wiſe Princes will aſſiſt us, it not 
Cis being 
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being for their Intereſt to ſuffer the 
| age 


Pope for | his private Advant 
deal about his Cenſures; for if by 
this Means, be ſucceeds in ſeizing 
on others Poſſeſſions, what vill be 
the Conſequence, but that, as for- 
merly, every jubilee was a Pretence 
for new Impoſitions, fo for the time 
to come, every Excommunication 
vill be a Pretence for new Uſurpa- 
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St. Paul hawing heard the Complaints 
| of the Luqueſes, proceeds to Par- 
ma, ' where. appearing. in a Religi- 
cut Habit, he introduces himſelf 
to the Duke, who gives him the 

following Account of the Reaſons 

he har to be diſſatisfied with the 
_ Church of Rome. ier 


IHE Subject of my Complaint 
1 © againſt the Church of Rome 
is made publick to the Vorld, not 
only by my own Manifeſtos, but 
by ſeveral private Pens, that have 
undertaken to defend the Juſtice of 
my Cauſe; but ſince you are ſo ear- 
neſt to know from me the Source and 
Origine of thoſe Diſorders which 
have made fo great a Noile in the 
World, tho' they require a long 
Diſcourſe, yet my preſent Affairs ab- 


CG 2 ge 
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lige me to be as ſhort as  polkible i in 
the Narration. 

My Family, — _ by u ur- 
gent Occaſions, contracted ſeveral 
Debts on the Credit of that Place in 
Rome; known by the Name of 
* "Monte — ay for which I pay 
orear-Sums for Intereſt whe ſeveral 
Creditors." {9 - 7 TE 

Urban V] l. ſeized in his old * 
* a warlike Spirit, ſets up divers 
oundleſs Pretenſions on purpoſe to 
l upon my Dutchy of Caſtro. In 
the Embarraſs of my Affairs, 1 might 
rather have aged Aſſiſtance than 
Oppreſſion from the See of Rome, 
conſidering the great and eminent 
Services which my Anceſtors have 
done it; but Gratitude and Charity 
dvell not in _ Breaſts of mas" 
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aſticks; the Difficulties 1 labour un- 
der, on Account of thoſe Debts, are 
no Motives to excite his Holineſs to 
Compaſlion, who is wholly bent up- 
on entichin ng ls Nephews, the great 
Concern of the Popes of this Age; ; 
this prevails above all other Reaſons; 
and as his Troops are ſuperior to 
mine, he is ſure of raking my Dutchy 
from me. Nor does * Tyranny 
ſtop here, ſince the Time that he 
Sentence of Excommunication was 
denounced a ainſt -me, 1 am nor al- 
lowed to 115 nt his Injuſtice, to the 
End, that by being an Excommuni- 
cant, none ſhoule dare to hearken 
to my Complaints, or give me the 
leaſt Afance. 'Unheard of Cruel- 
95 that a Shepherd ſheuld fleece his 

Sheep alive, and not permit them 
bak Liberty of complaining. . To 
ve the better Colour to his Cen- 
ſures, he declares me a diſobedient 
* to the Father of Chriſtians, Pray 
G 4 1 


Fd 


So that my Condition 


. but tho Iam wounded 
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ie: me, ſhould he not rather be 
deemed an Enemy to his Children, 


in ſtripping them ſo unjuſtly, rather 


than a Father? He pretends to be 


worſhipped. as the Succeſſor of St. 


Peter; vhen far from imitating that 
oi Saint, he ſtops his Ear to the 
ords of Chriſt, that commanded 


him to ſheath his Sword. Our Sa» 


viour's Kingdom was a Kingdom of 
Peace, he never allowed that his In- 
tereſts ſhould be maintained by the 
Arms of this World, bur the 7050. 
of late have Recourſe to nothing e & 
having Views very different Kom 
thoſe "of our Saviour JS. Chriſt. 

8 votſe than 
that of Malchus, 'who being vound- 

ed by St. Peter, vas immediately 


the Süccellor of St. Peter, I can find 


no St. peter upon Earth diſpoſed to 


return me my own, an and make te 


TIT SF ok 4 7 — k 
S395 * 14148 4 1281 


NN * 5 
| | J. 
. 8 * * s 


"= propane ial Diooret. 2 * | 
Se. rw goer- — hos 0 ee 
where in the Palace be over-hears 


_ the Grand Duke ſpeat with — 
Heat to one of hit e 


Ol 


fr Holinek Dn: to exempt 

the Prieſts from the meaneſt 
axes, /' which the Neceſſity of my 
State obliges me to lay on ln my Sub- 
jects, vithout any Diſtinction. But 
what is he vho thus aſſumes 2 
Temporal Authority over the Do- 
-minions of other Princes? If in the © 
Days of Jeſus Chriſt the ſecular Prin- 
ces received their juſt Tribute, thall 
Urban VIII. forbid it? O ſimple, 
credulous, fooliſh People, to ſubject 

r ſelves to endleſs Extortions, to 
FA upport the inſatiable. Avarice of the 
-Prieſts, and ſhall they be free? Who 
ever pretended to * them their E- 


ſtates 


1 
- 
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ſtates exempt from thoſe Taxes 
which they have always been ſubject 
ro? Who oral dare to ſay, that the 
| Juriſdiction: of Princes does not ex- 
tend to a private Legacy? Theſe are 
new Laws ſet up vith Deſign to con- 
found the World, and introduced 
only by thoſe Popes, who, not re- 
ing the Doctrine of che Goſpel, 
have forgot that Jeſus Chrift him- 
ſelf; when he lived upon Earth, paid 
Tribute to Ceſar, j declaring, he 
came not to aboliſh the Lavs, but 
to fulfil them. Shall we ſuffer an 
Authority to prevail in à free Coun- 
try, which, contrary-to the Com- 
mands and Example Mfc Chriſt, pre- 
tends to overthrow the Power of 
Princes, and trample it in the Duſt? 
1s this the Paradiſe that Chriſt pro- 
miſes to-thoſe who keep bis Laws? 
{ſurely no, it is rather Hell, which 
all hol deſerve, who fooliſhly be- 


_ in a * Church. "The 
* 
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Prieſts impoſe heavy Taxes on the 
Laity for Indulgences, Diſpenſations, 
for preaching the Word of God, the 
Sactiſice of the Altar; and for all 
the Sacraments, which God in his 

eat Bounty has ſo freely and li- 
berall granted to the Faithful; and 
yet theſe Men will not part with a 
Mite to ſupport the Civil Govern- 
ment, nay, their Avarice is grown 
to ſuch an Exceſs, that they will not 
ſuffer a Man to die quietly, but un- 
der the Pretence of a pious Legacy, 
they even compel. him to pay for 
his Paſſage to the other World. Be- 
ſides, do they not force us to buy 
our Graves, and to purchaſe the 
Bowels of our common Mother the 
Earth; and ſhall not l, who am 
born a Sovereign Prince, have the 
Poyer to lay — leaſt Tax on the 
Clergy in my own: Dominions? Let 
the Pope do his worſt, let him thun- 
der out Excommunication upon Ex- 

0 communi- 


the Cloak of Religion, „ ſeek to de- | 
my _—_ _—_ TH wy — 
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communication, he may fright the 
Collectors of my Taxes, but I know 
how to fit him; I vill rather farm 
my Revenues to the Fews, than ſuf- 


fer my State to be thus moleſted by 


the — of ſuch, who, under 


SY. 2400 MO under flood the "= 
© fons of the Grand Duke's Anger, 
35 out for Venice; where, op- 
on bit Arrival, be took up a Pa. 
per” "that ' ſomebody had dropt 

* „ee in the Street; | the Con. 
ten were ar 7 follow.” ate re 
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Alvi o the yy Serene Republick 
68 ＋ Venice. 
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: dfong all the Power hn pay 


£ Obedience to the See of 


yes alone, O ſerene 1 
S121 | lick, 
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lick, preſerve your Chtiſtian Liber- 
ty free from the Snares of Superſti- 
tion. Some Years paſt, you pro- 
vided by a very wiſe Law, that the 
Clergy ſhould not be capable of in- 
heriring Freeholds within your Do- 
minions ; leaſt by the Legacies, 
vhich are daily [ef them, they in 
time ſhould — poſſeſſed of your 
Subjects Eſtates, by which your Re- 
publick is — ſu — 
Whoever is not very partial to the | 
Court of Rome, muſt applaud the 
Prudence and Wiſdom of your Coun- x 
ſels, but they who are zealous for 
the Grandear: of your Government 
are (obliged to ning that the 
Publick Gobd: requires a farther Re- 
formation of two other Abuſes f 
no leſs Importance. | 

1 firſt relates to the Mukicde 
of Legacies that are every Day 

the Clergy for ever. To what Pur- * 
Pola is it enacted, that the Clergy : 
16 


29 
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ſhall not poſſeſs w_ Frecholds, if 
by the Multiplicity of Gifts charged 
4 Lands, the whole Income of the 
Publick is in a manner alienated? 
Where is the Difference between a 
perpetual Gift and a Freehold, and 
what Advantage do your Subjects 
reap from the abovementioned Law, 
if inſtead of being deprived of the 
Propriety of their Lands, they are 
for ever deprived of their Income: 
This is ſtill more to the Benefit ol 
the Clergy, who, whilſt the Heirs 
of the Teſtator bear all publick Tax- 
es to preſerve their Title to their E- 
ſtates, receive their full Legacies 
- without Trouble or Expence. Your 
Serenity in your great Prudence will 
ſill be more diſpoſed to regulate this 
Abuſe, when you ſhall conſider, that 
the Perpetuity of Gifts was a fraudu- 
lent Contrivance of no manner of 


for if, as they preach,” the Punith- 


ments 
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ments of that Place are but for a 
ng why ſhould the ſimple People 
be perſuaded: to leave perpetual Le- 
Racked upon that Account: 
There is another Conſideration of 
yet greater Conſequence. By the Ob- 
ligation of ſaying Maſſes, which are 
daily multiplied by theſe pious Lega- 
cies, there becomes an abſolute Neceſ- 
firy, either of encteaſing to a great 
Exceſs the Number of Prieſts, an 
idle uſeleſs Generation of Men, or 
of defrauding the Intention of che 
Teſtator; which is fo true in Fact, 
that if People vould but examine 
this Matter a little more narrowly, 
they vill ſoon find, that the Prieſts 
do not perform one Maſs of a hund- 
red they promiſe to do, they having 


this 5 to {atisfy their Conſcience, 


that as one Mals is of infinite Value, 


it may prove Beneficial to Number- 
leſs Souls. Far be it from me to 
pol this Opinion; but then this 


Con- 


* 
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| Concluſion vill evidenrly follow, 
that if one Maſs can 4255 the 
Wants of ſeveral Souls, it is ſuffi- 
cient for one, and conſequently the 
reſt become ſuperfluous, and are on- 
ly an attful Contrivance of the Prieſts 
to ſatisfy-their Avarice, | 

The other Abuſe relates to the 
hang numberleſs Penſions which the 
State of Venice pays every Year, to 
the Court of Rome; upon vhich I 
beg, Leave to make this Obſervation, 
That the Court of Rome reſembles 
the ſecond Region of the Air, where, 
the Thunder, vhich is formed from 
the Exhalations of the Earth, falls af- 
-terwards upon it. In like manner, 
the Court of Rome, by means of 

the Penſions ſhe receives from all 
Parts, is arrived. to that Height of 

Power, as to be in a Condition of 
oppreſſing other States. I forbear 

to ſay any more upon this Subject. 
. ſuall therefore leave it to your 
| Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and Prudence to take intg 


£ 


Conſideration. iel 11 


St. Paul, during his Stay at Venice, 

ſeeing a Prieſt committed to Pri ſon 
the Secular Power, enquires 
how it came 10 paſs, that a Prieſt 
foould be ſubjet# to the Secular Aur 
thority. The Anſwer, a Venetian 
made bim, was this. 


FF"HE Republick of Venice has 

never been prevailed on by 
Threats, or Promiſes, to act con- 
trary to the Dictates of Reaſon and 
Prudence. The Power of puniſhing 
an Eccleſiaſtick, for Offences. com- 
mitted againſt the State, is one of 
the Prerogatives which the always in- 
violably maintained againſt the Pre- 
tenſions of the Court of Rome. She 
verily believes that God has granted 

| D her 
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her an unlimited Authority in her 
own Dominions. When Saul was 
anointed King over Iſrael, God vas 
pleaſed to inveſt him with an abſo- 

te Power over all his Subjects, 
withour any Exception, notwith- 
ſtanding that the Number of the 
Priefts and Lewites was at that time 
exceeding great. 'How then is it, 
chat the being a Prieſt can diſcharge 
a Man from the Duty and Obedi- 
ence, which by the expreſs Com- 
mands of God, he owes to his law- 
ful natural Prince? God inſtituted 
the Sacraments to cleanfe and purify 
our Souls from Sin, but not to blot 
out the Character of Subjects, which 
is 4mptinted on our Bodies. The 
La of Chriſt is in nothing incon- 
fiſtent with the Power of Cæſar, nor 
Vas it ever thought to be ſo, unleſs 
by thoſe ſeditious Perſons vho ſeek 
| al manner of Occaſions to decry it. 
The Prieſts, 11 always interpret 


„ every 
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every Thing to their own Advan- 
tage, pretend that theſe Words of 
our Saviour Chriſt, Nolite tangere 
Chriſtos meas, exempt them from all 
Civil Juriſdiction; but all who en- 
joy the uſe of their Reaſon may ea- 
ſily ſee thro the Fallacy and Artifice 
of rhis Interpretation; for tho God 
expreſſiy forbids Murder, yer it is 
Lawful for thoſe in Authority to put 
Criminals to Death, The Powers 
on Earth repreſent God himſelf in 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; . and 
to pretend not to be ſubject to their 
Authority, is nothing leſs, than to 
refuſe to ſubmit to the Power and 
Ordinance of God, If the Clergy; 
in explaining the Holy Scriptures, 
would more conſult their Reaſon than 
their private Vievs, they vould find, 
that the Words, Nolite tangere Chri- 
floß meos, mean nothing more, than 
to forbid the evil treating of thoſe 
Church-Men, who by the Holi- 

* D 2 neſs 
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neſs of their Lives and the Purity of 
their Manners, deſerve the Title of 
Chriſt's Anointed: But when an 
Eccleſiaſtick proves a wicked Man, 
he immediately forfeits that Title, 
and by conſequence all Privileges 
belonging to it, nor could the Cler- 
gy of theſe Times pretend in the leaſt 
not to ſubmit to Civil Authority, 
unleſs Chriſt had ſaid, Nolite tange- 
ve Anti- Chriſtos meos. © © 
4 This Serene Republick, | who al. 
ways conſiders Things as they are, 
will never ſubject her on good 
Vnderſtanding to intereſted” Opini- 
ons, Which have no Foundation. 
She believes, if a Prieſt can be guil- 
ty of Crimes againſt the Stato; they, 
to" whom God has given the Su- 
_ pream Authority, may puniſh him 
for them. "Governments would daily 
be expoſed to ſtrange Perils and Re- 
volutions, if the Puniſhment of pub- 
lick Crimes vas to be referred to a 
* * Foreign 
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Foteign Prince, who, having no other. 
Views but his own private Intereſts, 
would not only not puniſh,/ but en- 
courage the Offenders. For Ex- 
ample, in vhat continual Troubles 
and Diſorders are the States where 
the Pope's Authority prevails? They 
are always expoſed to Tumults — 
Commotions, occaſioned by the 
Pride and Inſolence of the Clergy, 
who are under no Subjection to the 
Civil Power; and what do you think 
vill be the Conſequence, but that 
the Eccleſiaſticks, by being exempt 
from all Fear of Puniſhment, vill in 
a litttle time arm themſelves, turn 
their Cloyſters into Caſtles, ſuppreſs 
the Regal Power, and ſet up King- 
doms vithin Kingdoms. But ſuch 
is the Prudence of the Republic of 
Venice, that ſhe vill never ſuffer her 
own Subjects, ſupported by a Fo- 
reign Power, to inſult her Authority. 
She puniſhess the Clergy, when they 

D 3; offend, 


ol 


38 The Celeſtial Divorce” 
offend, like other Men; and if the 
Pope thinks it ſtrange, that the Ve- 
netians ſhould aſſume a Temporal 
Juriſdiction ' over Church- Men, 
the Yenetians think it, more ſtrange, 
that the Clergy ſnould uſurp a Tem- 
poral Dominion over the Laity, 
when they know very well that 
Chriſt - openly declared, that his 
Kingdom was not of this World, 


* 
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St. paul leaving Venice,. —— re- 
Solving to go into the Eccleſiaftick 
State, embarks. for Ancona; du- 
ring his Voyage, he fallt into Com- 
pany with a Subject of the Pope's, 

who was returning to his Relations 

hie asks him concerning bis Birth. 
Condition, and the Reaſons of Me 
having taken ſo long a Voyage, 

which ſeemed to him a kind of Ba- 

niſoment, upon which the Travel- 
ler makes a port Recital of his 

Auen. HF CHF: | | 

Was born, ſaid he, a Subject of 

1 che Pope s, vhich, in other S 

Words, is Miſery it ſelf. - The Ci- 

vil- Goyernment is: adminiſtred by 

the Prieſts, who, by their Abuſes, 

Cruelties, and Rapines, have redu- 


* the poor people to ſuch a Con- 


Sl dition, 
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ditjon, that their Tyranny is inſup- 
portable. It is Impoſſible ts expreſs 
the Grievances they groan under; 
but you may eaſiſy gu vhat they 
ate capable of doing in their own 
Dominiotis, by the Inſolence with 
which they Lord ir over other States. 
I as forced from my Relations, ha- 
ving incurred the Penalty of a cer- 
tain Impoſition called de bene vi- 
dende, which, is a Contrivance to 
tuin People fot every little petty 
Miſcaxriage. IF a brisk young Man, 
hen his Blood is warm, and Spirits 
lively, is by Accident patty of the 
leaſt Irregularity, upon Information, 
2 conſiderable Fine is laid upon him. 
This is their uſtal way of proceeding, 
they make a Blow as criminal às Mut. 
der, à Word as great an Offence as 
an Action; and the leaſt Fault, tho 
often but à flip of Youth, is deem- 
ed a Tranſgreffiott, he it what it will. 
It is an Ac of Diſobedience, and 
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as yet, is the leaſt of out Grievances, 
much greater Barbarities ate yet be- 
dus Pretence of a pious Zeal fot out 
Salvation, our Houſes are ſeatched, 
in order to diſcover vhether any 
Man keeps a Miſtteſs: It is not eaſy 
to imagine how much ve ſuffer from 
thoſe vile Officers, who plunder our 
Houſes, and take away our Goods 
at pleaſure. It is not in our PoπÜœ0ũʒ n 
to conceal even our Wives and 
Daughters from them ; they open 


our Coſſers, rifle our Cloſets, ane 


take an Account of our Deeds and 
VPrxmings, the only Secutity of pri- 
vate Mens Fortunes; and all this, 
during che Life of the Proprietors. 


Whoever deſires to be ſecured againſt 
ſuch Violences, he muſt bribe large- 
ty; this is the only Expedient to 
gain their Favour, they vill connive 
ar any ching for Mony; -chen'you 
nnr may 


tte Cloak of Sanctity a 


— 
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may give a looſe to your Deſires, 
and wanton as you pleaſe in Luxury 
and Pleaſure, for we are not obliged 
not to fin, but to pay for ſinning. 
Beſides this, it often happens, that 
the Minions and Favourites of the 
Cardinals and Biſhops, under the 
Protection of theſe Officers" of Ju- 
ſtice, get into our Houſes, who, be- 
ing deſtitute of Honour themſelves, 
lay Snares for others.” Thus our 
poor Families are expoſed to a thou- 
9 and Injuries, under 
nd Religion, 
The rigid, ſevere, and inhuman Pu- 
niſhments vhich are inflicted upon 
indigent Delinquents, are be 
Deſcription, and this oftentimes for 
ſmall Offences. But if Juſtice is ſo 
ſevere to the Poor, it is as favoura- 
ble to the Rich; but then, they are 
obliged to purchaſe their Pardons at 
2 very great Rate. By this Means, 
every one is diſſatisfied vith the Go- 


vernment, 


The Celeſtial Divorce. 43 
yernment, the Poor by reaſon of its 
Severity, and the Rich are no leſs 
uneaſy, becauſe they are ſenſible by 
fatal Experience, that their Fortunes 
are wholly at their Governours Diſ- 
poſal, and that they have nothing 
they can properly call their own. 

In the Dominion of other Princes 
there may be ſome Grievances; as 
the Adminiſtration is in the Hands 
of ſeveral Miniſters, ſome may poſſi- 
bly prove no leſs coverous, than 
wicked. But then, the Subject has 
the Comfort of having his Grievan- 
ces redreſs d by appealing to the So- 
vereign; who, as he conſiders his 
Subjects as his Children, vill never 
permit them to be deſtroyed. But 
in the Papal State there is no Place 
for any ſuch Conſideration, the Go- 
vernour there is only for Life, and 
as he is under continual Apprehenſi- 
on of being removed, he conſe- 
quently confiders his Subjects as 
3 Strangers, 
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Strangers, not regarding how much 
they are injuted, provided he heaps 
up Wealth for his Family, none of 
which are to be his Succeſſors in the 


+; © Papacy. The inferior Miniſters i- 


the moſt part, the Favourites of his 
Holineſs, are therefore regardleſs of 
the Accuſations that are brought a- 
gainſt them. Beſides this, they are 
often preferred to eonſiderable Go- 
vernments, to enable them the ber: 

ter to reimbuxſe themſelves of thoſe 
Court to obtain their Plates; ſo that 
his Holineſs ſeems to act in concert 
vich them, and in a manner to ſup- 
port their Extortions. But way 

_ ould 1 detain you any longer with 
4 Recital of our Miſeries? I will on- 
the Pope! treats Chriſtians 5 nor is it 


greater 


| 
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greater Enemies to Chriſtians, than 


Chriſtians to the Jeu. II 


In bis Voyage to Ancona, à Sturm a. 
roſe that drove the | Ship upon the 
Coaſt of Dalmatia; St. Paul ir ſet 
aſbore at Raguſa, where meet. 
ing with a f Matonite, — 
H left Rome ſome Weeks 8 
inquires about hit Country, 

.' Reaſons that brought bim t6 4 
and what hit Opinion - was of 
Rome; to all which the Maro- 
\ nite made the OY we 


* * Buch an Wan Fl 
by Religion a Chriſtian. I tra- 


| Jelled into Italy on putpoſe to in- 
Tal _ * in 2 th Precepts of the 
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+ Maronites,'s Swe of \Hoing on Maune Libanus, 8.1 
e Plick Religion, from Pope Cle- 
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True, Apoſtolick, Catholick Faich, 
which in my Country is much adul- 
terated by the various Opinions of 
_ different Sects, which generally ſerve 
only ro confound each other, I have 


now been eleven Years in Europe, and 
have made my chief Abode in Rome, 


being drawn thither by the Report 
of Fame, vhich de eee 
Things at a Diſtance e y diffe 


rent froni vhat they are. I fancied, : 
that that City, vhich is look'd on 
as the Head of the Chriſtian Church, 
muſt be a School of Holineſs, and a 
Pattern of Innocence; and indeed 
at ſirſt Sight, 1 did not think my 
ſelf miſtaken, being deluded by out- 
ward Appearance, which commonly 


_— om the Simple. The Mag- 
nce of the ary, — Abun- 


dance of Pardons, the Concourſe of 
People to their Devotions, and the 
viſiing of holy Places gave me ſuch 


* yo" of the Rowiſs" Piety, that 


when 
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when afterwards I began to obſerve 
more diſtinctly the Life and Luxury 
of the Cardinals, ſo little agreeable 
to the Lavs of Chriſt, I imputed 
the Scandal it gave me to my Igno- 
rance, rather than to any want of 
Religion in others; but I ſoon be- 
came ſenſible, that Man is not born 
devoid of Senſe, for Time and Re- 
flection have ſince convinced me, 
that the vhole of their Religion is 
made up of Ceremonies, the ob- 
ſerving vhich is a kind of Habit in 
the Poor, and Hypocriſy. in the 
Great. If you narrowly examine 
their Adio, you vill find they 

all center in the Things of thi 
World, Profit and Pleaſure are the 
Poles on which they move; if they 

ſeem to obey the Laws of Chriſt, it 
is only with Deſign to make them 
. to their Temporal Inte- 
reſt. There is no kind of Vice or 
Wickednels which is not practiſed: i . 
t 


os th 
Ke 


rum, Ambition is Majeſty, 


Flattery 


They publicly — that the 
Pope cannot Ert, even when his 


if the Pope cannot * hat avails 


I it be true chat his Holineſs is In- 
fallible, Synods are uſeleſs, and the 
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the-Ciry of Rame to the utmaſt Per- 
ſection; it is, as it were, the Con-. 
ter of impurity, and whar is worſe, 

ic is often digniſied with great and 
pompous Titles; Luxury is Neco- 
. 
ny ar à piaus Leal, Do- 
5 —— in the Hauſes 
of tke Great, under che ſpecious de- 
hading Name of Spiritual — 
pre vails ſa much in that Ci- 
ty⸗ — whatever they da, who 
have che Power of, Sienna: Bene- 
fiees; | the Prieſts pronounce Holy. 


Errors are moſt conſpicuous. Now 


the Doctrine of the Catholick 
Church? Te vhar Purpoſe are the 
Canons of the General Councils 


TIGER! Conſent of Chriſtians fig- 


nifes 


£ 
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hifies nothing; in a word, we have 
nothing elſe to do, than to ſubmit 
to his Deciſions, and 10 regard his 
Will as the only Rule and Meaſure 
of our Actions. Were I to gire my 
Opinion in this Mattet, I vetily 
believe that; the Divines, being 
conſcious that the Manners of the 
Popes have no Agreement with: the 
Lavs of Chriſt, endeavour, if poſſi- 
ble, to reconcile the Lavs of the One 
vith the Manners of the Other. Pray 
Sod forgive thoſe who. by a vile and 
ſordid Flattery authoriſe thoſe Abu- 
{es, vhich ve daily: ſee practiſed in 
the Chriſtian Church. | . Thoſe mi- 
ſerable Perſons, to flatter their Am- 
bition, have brought the Chair of 
St. Peter from Caverns, and placed 
it upon a Throne of Gold. To ſa- 
tisfy their Avarice, their unbounded 
Avarice, tho worldly Greatneſs is 
often; condemned by our Saviour in 


pr each, | 


the Goſpel, * publickly 
90401 5 | 


0 TheCeleftial Divorce. 
pfreach, that it is not only lawful 
but neceſſary for the Support of the 
Dignity of the Church, that it may 
meet vith a due Reſpect. Unhap- 
py Church! to vhat a State art thou 
. In former Times Church- 
Men vere eſteemed for the Holineſs 
of their Lives, Purity of their Do- 
ctrine, and the Miracles they 
formed in the Face of the W World, 
but now they would be reverenced 
for their — and Greatneſs. This, 
alas! is the only Pretence they now. 
| have to be re Jo attain the 
Wealth and Riches of the World, 
vhat unlawful Meaſures do they not 
purſue 2 What 1 K y is not pra- 
ale: The Law of the Goſpel is to. 
tally ſubverted, and changed, as it 
were, into a Law of — How 


deplorable are theſe preſent Times 
in Compariſon of 05 ancient, be- 
fore the Goſpel was revealed to the 
W orld !' If * the Heathens, 


there 
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there appeared an Alexander, whoſe 
boundleſs Ambition led him to at- 
tempt the Conqueſt of the Univerſe, 
Nature, who ſeems to delight in 
Contraries, created a Philoſopher, 
who content in his Poverty, con- 
temned the Pomp and Glory of it. 
Among Chriſtians ve have alſo an 
Inſtance of à Pope, vho is athirſt 
to poſſeſs the Riches of the World; 
but of all the Prieſts ve cannot find 
one,” who has Vertue enough to ac- 
quieſce in an humble Poverty, not- 
withſtanding that State is faid to be 
bleſſed, by God himſelf. If you 
have never been at Rome, you can- 
not but be aſtoniſh'd at the many 
Abominations vith vhich the Ser- 
vice of God is corrupted. The Pul- 
pits utter nothing but Paradores; the 
Preachers aim rather to pleaſe than 
to inſtruct; becauſe ſuch Diſcourſes 
do not only draw a more numerous 
Audience, but increaſe thoſe Colle- 
Wn E 2 


ions, 
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ctions, which at that time are uſual- 
ly extorted from the People, under 
the pious Pretence of Alms. But 
«his their . r. tm does 

not | ere; they pre to 
form ret Ulle N 
cheat 85 People of their Money. 
One! while 2 ſummon 3 
a great Number of Perſons 
100 with: Devils, but their deſign is 
not ſo much to drive away the Evil 
2 from the Bodies * Men, as 
empty the Purſes of numbetleſs 
Apen Sometimes you hear, 
that Images, which time out of Mind 
had been untegarded, do Miracles 
on a ſudden; Bur s is ouly to 
_—_— Owners, the People be 

ing for the moſt part ſo credulous, 
that they are ably: brought to bs 
lieve, ſince the — of Miracles 
has been diſcontinued among Men; 
that it now reſides in Pictures aud 


Ws In: ſhort; the Corruptions 
n0/h A 9 * 
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yhich Avarice and Extottion have 
brought. into Rome ate ſo conſiderat 
ble, that 1 dare venturę to foretel, 


ume ſink into nothing. When our 
Saviour was placed between the two. 
Thieves he ſoon expired, and tho 
God is gracious and longrſuffer- 
ing, yet theſe his lovely delightful 
Attributes are limited and reſtrain'd. 
Some are of Opinion, that when the 
Bread in the Sacrament begins to 
be tainted; Chriſt is no longer pre- 
ſent vith it; if this be ſo, how can 
he remain among a moſt wicked 
and corrupted People? If you have 
Thoughts of going to Rome, and 

have any value for the Salyation of 
your Soul, let me diſſuade you from 

ſo fatal a Reſolution; rather fly to 

the utmoſt Parts of the Univerſe, 
even to the Indies, where Virtue 

E 3 _ 


m_oy 
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and Religion, that they might not 
be infected with the Vices of Rome 
are ſaid to have choſen a ſafe Retreat. 
It is almoſt impoſhble to be a Chri- 
ſtian, and to be in Rome; take Ex- 
ample from me, I came thither with 
deſign to inſtru my ſelf in the Do- 
ctrines of Chriſtianity, but am nov 
returning to Turkey, vith a full Re- 
ſolution of turning Mabometan. 
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The Sea being calm, St. Paul ſets 
Sail, and Lands at Ancona, from 
whence he proceeds to viſit the Ho- 
iy flouſe at Loretto; but as he 
©-was paſſing by a Country-Seat in 4 
religious Habit, he was called in 
all haſte to confeſs a Cardinal, who 
lay at the Point of Death. St. Paul 
ves in, and the Prelate makes to 


him the following Confeſſion. 


"ATHER;, I am now' as you ſee 
at the Point of Death; God 
calls upon me to ſatisfy the Debt of 
Human Frailty. My Soul being 
conſcious, in theſe my laſt Mo- 
ments, how deeply it is ſtained with 
the Sins it has committed, is afraid 
to appear in the Preſence of God. 
Help me, O Father, to cleanſe her 
with theſo my Tears of Penitence, 
ES and- 


56 27 be Galfial Divine 
and my departing Spirit, now under 
the Pangs and Agonies of Death, 
ſhall relate my Life to youle * as 
Lam able, nr | 
I was born of Poor 1 Indig ent 
Parents, but Nature, who. — 
her Bleſſings at Pleaſure, was ſo very 
liberal of her Gifts to me, that my 
Relations vere full of Hopes, that 
they. ſhould ſee me a great and con- 
liderable Man. When I vas in the 
twelfth Veat af my Age, I put on 
the Gown, and was conſecrated as 
it were, not to God, but to Ava- 
rice and Ambition, and in order ty 
eſtabliſh the Hopes they. had of me 
on a ſolid Foundation, I was pre- 
ſently placed in the Service of a Car- 
= When the End is ill, the 
Means. cannot be good. Hence it 
* that moſt Men in Rowe, inſtead 

ende vouring to compaſs their 
Deſigns by their Learning, and o- 
185 commendable hop .chuſp 
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rather to effect them by Flattery and 
Courtſhip, the vile Companions of 
ſordid Intereſt, which looks no far- 
ther than a temporal God. I 
therefore made it my only Study 
to perfect my ſelf in thoſe two 
Arts, which never fail of making a 
Man acceptable to Perſons of Di- 
ſtinction. He who makes Confeſ- 
ſion of his Sins muſt unboſome his 
Heart, and expoſe it all naked to 
the Viev of his Confeſſor; but as 
lam in a weak and languiſhing Con- 
dition, you vill ſpare me the La- 
bour of ſo particular a Relation, 
there being no Crime, vhich one 
that is entirely addicted to his Inte- 
reſt is capable of committing, of 
which I am not guilty. But this I 
muſt tell you, that I gained the 
Affections of the Prelate my Pro- 
tector, and by a happy artful Ad- 
dreſs vas a means of his being a Fa- 
vourite at Court. Penſions now | 
. poured 


. 
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poured down upon me, inſomuch 
that I do not at all wonder at the 
Story vhich the Ancients tells us of 
Jupiters having changed himſelf in- 
to a Golden Shower for the Love 
of Danae, when he had fo often 
transformed himſelf ro poſſeſs his 
Ganimede. In my younger Years I 
was free from — — Paſſion 
for Women,” which moſt young 
Men are given to; I had ſome lit- 
tle Experience of them, but 1 — 
e it over, it appearing not a lit- 
ge d un e Tac 1er 
been courted, to be obliged to court 


.-., others. | But in a few Years, as 


Time makes a great Alteration in 


us, I had different Sentiments. TI 


gave my ſell à looſe to Love, ſo 


chat in a little while I vas not only 


guilty of Fornication and Adultery, 
but of Rape and Inceſt. Being now 
ol full Age, I vas admitted into the 
Order of Prieſthood, which made ſo 
2 | great 
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great an Impreſſion upon me, that 
the Remorſe and Stings of Conſci: 
ence forced me to retire from the 
World for a time, with a full Reſo- 
lation of amending my wicked 
Courſe of Life. But as too much 
Familiarity breeds Contempt, at firſt 
I finned with ſome Reluctance, but 
at length, my Conſcience being har- 
dened in Impiety, I baniſhed all 
Scruples, and abandoned my {elf to 
ſuch a reprobate State, that Forni-/ 
cation, Blaſphemy, and ſaying Maſs 
were oftentimes the Actions of one 
and the ſame Hour. At the time 
that I was ordained a Prieſt, the 
Devil entered into me; this Infernal 
Spirit ſoon taught me to deſpiſe and 
contemn the Body of the Lord which 
I daily adminiſtred, I ' preſently 
found my ſelf inclined to all manner 
of Wickedneſs; and whereas I was 
before only given to Levdneſs, I felt 
my ſelf in the very Inſtant aſſaulted 


by 


3 
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by all forts of Vices; nor is it to be 
vondered at, for if Judas could be- 
way Chriſt after having but once 1e 
ceived him unworthily, can thoſe 
wicked Prieſts. make a Conſcience 
of any ons who daily receive the 
Sacramentot their Redemption more 
unworthily than Judas? Ambition 

and Avarice vere the conſtant Di- 
rectors of all my Actions, and the 
Governments. I obtained in the Ec- 
deliaftical State helped me to ſup- 
port them. There it was, that i in- 
ſtead of performing the Duty of a 
Shepherd, as I ought to have done, 
I foon learnt the Art of ſheering my 
— and I found ſo much Plea- 
ſure and Sarixfatian in ſtripping them 


of their Wooll, that I gave up my 


Mind entirely to it. 1 thought, 
that whatever belong d to the Peo- 
ple, under my Iuriſdiction, vas de- 
ſigned by . to be ſubſervient to 


my e 3 and 1 could not bear 
to 
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to hear any of them call any thing 
their own. My Favour was always 
to be purchaſed by them that gave 
me moſt, nor did 1 ever refuſe a = 
ſent Sohn amy Perſon whatever. 1 
often — at the Prieſts of the 
Old Teſtament for rejectin . 
as unworthy to — 2 

ſuaded my Tas. that the — — 
Laws bing nov altered, the Prieſts 
of the New Teſtament ought to-ac- 
cept whatever is offered ther with- 
out Diſtinction. But Fathet, theſe 
were the leaſt Effects of my Ava- 
rice; when any of my Subjects did 
not freely preſent me vith their 
.Goods, N took them by Force. I 
remember among other Things that 
viſiting a Gentleman under my Go- 
vernment, I ſaw ſome Pires of 2 
very great Value; and having gi- 
ven him to underſtand that 1 had a 
ſtrong deſire to have them, he took 


RO Notice of ir, which reſented ſo 
heinouſ- 
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Heinouſſy, that I ſoon ſought my 
Revenge, in cauſing him to be ta- 
— up by the Inquiſition, and con- 
fining him to ſo dark and diſmal a 
Priſon, that he vas forced to give 
me his Pictures to obtain his Re- 
moval to a better Place; He after- 
vards yielded up the beſt part of 
his Eſtate to the Treaſury of the In- 
quiſition to obtain his Liberty. How - 
ever being under ſome Apprehenſi- 


on leaſt his Friends and Relations, 


who had à very good Intereſt at 


Rome, | might, upon their complain- | 
ing of fo vile an Act, be no ſmall 


Prejudice to my future Advance- 


ment, vhich vas not yet ſo conſide- 
rable as I wiſhed it; I ſent for the 
Gentleman, and after having expo- 
ſtulated with him the great Unde- 
cency of his late Behaviour, vhich, 
in Diſcharge of the Duty of my 
Function, had conſtrained me to 
teach him how to comport * 
ol: ä 1 


6 


for the future to his Spiritual Go« 
vernours, I promiſed him in a friend- 
ly Manner, that to make him A- 
mends for vhat he had ſuffered, if he 
would take Orders 1 would advance 
him to the Dignity of a Prelate; for 
the Subjects of the Eccleſiaſtical State 
have no other Comfort in their Mi- 
ſcry, than the hopes of being put in 
a Capacity of treating others as they 
have been treated. By ſuch like 
means I ſoon acquired fo great an 
Eſtate, that upon my return to Rome, 
I made the Figure of a Prelate of 
the firſt Rank ; no one exceeded me 
in the Splendour of my Furniture; 
the Magnificence of my Coaches; 
the Number of Pages and Footmen; 
but eſpecially in a numerous Train 
of Gentlemen, and emaſculated Mu- 
ſicians. What an unaccountable 
Ambition is this > The Romans will 
not be contented unleſs they are at- 
tended with a Pomp of Eunuchslike 


the 


we, 


the | barbatous Nations. Eleven 
Boys vere obliged to undergo 
the Martytdon of f Origen, with 
no other deſign than to ſatisfy r 
paſſions. Unhappy Youths! whar 
à ſtrange and * Change is 
this? Lou ate forced to pteſerve 
your Chaſtity inviolable; a ſtrange 
and vonderful Effect indeed, that the 
Dedaucheries of others ſnould make 
you Virtuous. While I chus conti- 
mace. in a Courſe. of Life, which; in 
y particular, was directly contra- 
ry. to the Law of Chriſt, - the Cardi- 
nal my Protector vas preferred to 
2 — Chain, Inoagin to your 
the Joys and Hopes 72 then 
poſſeſſed me; in a ney Tie 1 
vas made a Cardinal. Had I Strength 
to relate tlie Particulars of my Life, you 
adi de, e 0 has, 
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that any Perſon, who profeſſes him- 
ſelf the Diſciple | of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhould eyer be guilty of ſuch abo- 
minable Impieties. In a Word, 
from the Time 1 was created 
Cardinal, I never kept Lent, ſaid my 
Prayers, or confeſt my Sins till this 
very Moment; And this is the caſe 
of moſt Cardinals, who, aſpiring 
to the Keys of St. Peter, think they 
can. eaſily get to Heaven without 
good Works. 1 am now very ſen- 
ſible how far I have ſtrayed from 
the way to Heaven; 1 ſee nov but 
too clearly, by the light of God's 
Grace, vho through his infinite 


Mercy is yet willing to ſave me, . 


that the Life of a Cardinal is vaſt- 
ly different from the Life of an A- 
poſtle, and that the Prieſts of theſe 
Days are far from living like Chri- 
ſtians. But if Heathens and A- 
theiſts who repent of their Errors 
have good Hopes of being ſaved, 

F why 
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hy ſhould 1 deſpair? This is the 
only Foundation of my Hopes, 
though 1 am fully perſuaded, that 
a Heathen vill much ſooner be ſa- 
ved than a wicked Chriſtian. I am 
taking now my Farewell of the 
World, and my Honours and Riches 
muſt be left behind me; But I find 
to my Confuſion that it is much 
more eaſy to the Mind to Repent, 
and be ſenſible of its Errors, than 
to vean it ſelf from the Pleaſures of 
the World. But Father, my Spi: 
tits begin to fail me, give me, O give 
me Abſolution, 1 am juſt Expiring. 
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St. Paul, hawing 100. FY the Cardi- 
nal, goes to Loretto; where being 
detained ſome Days by bad Wea- 
ther he contracts an intimate Ac- 
quaintance with a Miniſler of the 
Conrt of Savoy, who was return- 
img from Rome, with a Diſpen- 
ſation of Marriage between the 
Cardinal Prince Maurice, and the 
young Princeſs his Niece. St. Paul 
deſiring to know the Detail of this 
Aﬀair, the Miniſter gives er the 
following Account. | 
HE Houſe of Savoy, . * 
ther Princes, has of 46 flattered 
the Ambition of the Court of Rome, 
in accepting of a Cardinals Hat for 
Prince Maurice, one of the Duke's 
younger Sons; not that the Prince 
was any way inclined to that ſort of 
F 2 Life, 
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Life, but to prevent the uſual Jea- 
louſies of State, by his not being in 
a Condition to marry, and thereby 
ſecure the quiet Poſſeſſion of the Go- 
vern ment to his Brother and his Po- 
ſterity. The Prince laying aſide the 
Warlike Spirit of his Family, reſol- 
ved to ſuit his Manners to the Na- 
ture of the Life he had embraced, 

and for that end, he choſe to retire. 
to Rome, as the Centre of that Peace 
and Tranquility of Mind, vhich 
Beautifies and Adorns ſo Holy a 
Profeſſion. But the poor Prince 
was ſoon made ſenſible of his Mi- 
Rake, being there forced to brook 
the Inſolence of the Pope's Ne- 
phevs, which made him often re- 
pent his having expoſed the Great- 
neſs of his Birth to the rude un- 

cultivated Treatment of ſuch mean 
_ Perſons, At laſt he thus opened his 
Mind to me. The Church of Rome, 
ſaid he, is to blame, in conferring 

the 
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the Pontificate chiefly on Perſons of 
the meaneſt Extraction, who know 
not how to behave themſelves to- 
wards their Superiours. To which I 
replied, Your Highneſs muſt not 
blame the Church, ſeeing ſhe fol- 
lows the Example of Chriſt, who 
choſe his Apoſtles from among the 
common People. They rather are 
to blame, who, when they are cal- 
led to the Governmentof the Church, 
do not receive the Spirit of God, 
by which a few Fiſher-men not only 
gained the good Will of Princes, but 
obtained every where a general E- 
ſeem. The Prince's Mind being 
wounded too deeply to be cured 
by what 1 ſaid, he took a Reſoluti- 
on of returning to Savoy. Upon 
his Arrival he | Ha the whole Fa- 
mily in the utmoſt Confuſion, oc- 
caſioned by ſome unhappy Diffe- 
rences between Prince Thomas his 
Brother, and the Princeſs Daweger the 
= | F x young 
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young Duke's Mother. As it wag 
impoſſible to avoid raking part with 
neither ſide, he declared for his Bro- 
ther; who thereupon conferred up- 
on him the Government of Nice, a 
Place of the utmoſt Importance. 
The World is appriſed of the vari- 
ous Conſequences that were occaſi- 
oned by the claſhing Intereſts of the 
Crowns of France and Spain, but 
the Stars on a ſudden drawing in 
their Malignant Aſpect converted 
Diſcord into Union, and Hatred in- 
to Affection. The Prince Cardinal 
fell ſo paſſionately in Love vith the 
young Princeſs his Niece, that he 
refolved to renounce the Hat to ob- 
tain her in Marriage; the Proximity 
of Blood, and the Diſproportion. of 
Years were neither of them look d 
upon as Obſtacles; the firſt being 
ealily removed at Rome for Money, 
and the other was never thought'a 
Bar in true Politicks 5 the Houſe of 
9 Bs. | Savoy 
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Savoy receiving at this JunCture great 
I 2 5 March.” Al 
Matters being agreed, I as an an- 
cient Servant vas choſen to carry 
the Renunciation to Rome, and to 
negociate the Diſpenſation; which 
I had the good Luck to obtain with 
much leſs Difficulty, and at a cheap- 
er Rate, than I expected. In my re- 
turn, I caine to this Holy Place to 
give Thanks to Heaven for the Suc- 
cels of my Negociation, and for the 
happy Reconciliation of the Houſe 
of Savoy. But, Venerable Father, 
you ſeem ſurpriſed at my Relation, 
as if you thought it ſtrange, that a 
Cardinal of the Holy Church, ſhould 
renounce the Hat to marry his Niece. 
Pardon me, Father, if 1 ſay, you 
know but little of the World; if 
you was acquainted with the pre- 
ſent State of Affairs at Rowe, you 
would bleſs the Almighty, and at- 
tribute it to the Effect of a more 
55 F 4 than) 
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than ordinary Virtue in Prince Mau- 
rice, that the Cardinal's Hat did 
not inſpire him vith much vorſe 
Inclinations. 


Having viſited the Holy Houſe at _ 
1 St. Paul purſues bis Jour- 
ney to Rome, be lyes by the way 
at an Inn, and overhears the fol- 
lowing Converſation between t 0 
Perſons in the next Room to 
bim. 


Taz. my Friend, you ſeem to 
me to -þe deeply affected, that 
your Books are cenſured and prohi- 
bited at Rome; but could you be 
peſuaded to calm your Reſentments, 
and hear what I have to ſay upon 
that Subject; I ſhall eaſily convince 
you, that nothing | in Nature could 
more have oontiibuted to the ma- 
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king your Name, no leſs Great than 
Ta ” 
I! there were any thing ſhameful 
in the Word Prohibition, as ſome 
Imagine, The Tree of Life which our 
frſt Parents were forbid to Eat, and 
the Earthly Paradice which none 
durſt enter, would participate of it, 
as being prohibited. The Scrip- 
tures, which the Ignorant are forbid 
to read, the ſacred Reliques which 
muſt not be touched by unſanctified 
Hands, nay every thing, vhich Na- 
ture or Law has prohibited, would 
then be infamous. Not the Prohi- 
bition but the Juſtice of it makes 
the Act either Honourable or Shame- 
ful. We muſt therefore firſt exa- 
mine the Reaſons, which the Court 
of Rome gives for prohibiting your 
Books; by which we ſhall judge, 

whether the Grief which now reaches 

to your Heart has a juſt Founda- 


tion. 
The 
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The Prohibition of Books at Rome 
has always procceded from different 
Motiyes ; formerly it was a true 
Zeal for Religion, and a ſincere and 
hearty Deſire that the Morals of 
Chriſtians might not be tainted with 
any wicked and dangerous Tenets; 
but of late, it is che fear of having 
Vice reproved, and that Tyranny 
expoſed, with which the Church of 
Rome pretends to ſubject the World 
to her Determination. 
A ſincere Regard to our Eternal 
Salvation, vas never, as far as | can 


find, the Occaſion of it. The 
reading a Prohibited Book is at the 


moſt but a means of Temptation; 
now Temptations of themſelves are 

not Criminal, but we are forbid to 
yield unto them. We are daily 

expoſed to the Temprations of the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil z 
and can the reading a prohibited 
Book be of dangerous Conſequence? 
| but 
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but that Cuſtoms introduced by Men 
of Power have always been received 
as Laws that are inviolable. In for- 
mer Times, when Prohibitions pro- 
ceeded from an Exceſs of Zeal, the 
Books that were cenſured were ge- 
nerally ſuſpected of ſome ill Inten- 
tions, but the caſe is now other- 
wiſe; Books are not now prohibited 
out of a Zeal for Virtue, but for 
Reaſons of State; They are in no 
Apprehenſion of any thing's being 
writ againſt Reli 9 bur they fear 
leaſt their M ſhould be expo- 
ſed: This the World is ſenſible of, 
and accordingly thoſe Authors whoſe 
Books are cenſured are ſo far from 
being diſregarded, that their Wi- 
tings are fought after, and they , 
themſelves. are adm red as Perſons 
of a more than © Virtue; 
who hating to flatter the Vices of 
others, had the Courage both to 
| wank and vindicate the Truth. 
What 


What Reaſon have you then to 
afflict your ſelf? you live in an 
Age of Delicacy and Diſcernment, 
that loves to hear Vice reproved, 
though it be not corrected. 

- He who ſervilely flatters the Great 
is generally deſpiſed, and does not 
he deſerve the ſame Treatment who 
writes only to ſerve the Intereſts of 
others > The one is the Flattery of 
the Pen, the other of the Tongue; 
they are both an Argument of == 
poor, mean, unaſpiring Spirit, and 
altogether unbecoming Men of 
Learning. It is the Glory of the 
Wile to ſpeak their Thoughts freely, 
without any regard either to the 
Favour or Diſpleaſure of the World. 
Pen the ancient Reed vas laid 
aſide, and the Pen introduced, there 
was A Myſtical Meaning in it 3 for 
as Liberty of Flight is peculiar to 
the Wing from vhence the Pen is 
taken; the Thoughts it conveys and 
EY. | tranl- 
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tranſmits to Mankind ſhould be free 
and unconfined, An Author who 
writes out of Complaiſance diveſts 
himſelf of the Privileges of it, let 
his Merit or Learning be what 
will; if he ſuppreſſes and ſifles his 
Thoughts through a mean Compli- 
ance with the Will of others, he 


muſt never hope to gain a Reputa- 
tion. FP | 

If then the Pope, who pretends 
to be the Father and Paſtor: of his 
Flock, proves a rayenous Wolf ; mult 


> 


a Man of Spirit and Underſtandi 
repreſent his Proceedings in ſu 
different Colours, as to make even 
the moſt execrable Impieties appear 
to. be Juſt, and Good, and Holy ? 
No certainly, ſuch Meaſures as theſe 
are directly deſtructive of that Holy 
Reverence, vhich ve ſhould always 
pay unto the Church. It is encou-- 
raging the Clergy to continue in 


their Vices, and inſtead of teaching 
us 
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us to pay them that Reſpect, which 

is due to their Character, we ate 
commanded to bow the Knee be- 

fore them, and to Worſhip and 
Adore the Sacrilegious even to Ido- 


8 
The Popes, I confeſs, ate to be 
reſpected as the Ambaſſadors of that 


glorious Being whom they repreſent, 
and not, as what they are in them. 
ſelves. They themſelves are ſubject 
to Paſſions like others, and there- 
ſore as 2 Painter may change the 
Colours and Features in a Picture, as 
he ſees Occaſion, vithout offending 
the Saint it repreſents ;'in like man- 

ner, a viſe judicious Man may freely 
reprehend the Vices of the Popes, 
and yet not incur the Diſpleaſure of 
our Saviour, whoſe Vicats they give 


themſelves our to be. 
Men of Senſe and Underſtand- 
ing have, and will always make a 
Diſtingion, between the Church 


1 
; t and 
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and the Vices of the Clergy; and 
vhy ſhould they be offended at it, 
but that they are conſcious, that 
they and their Vices are in a manner 
incorporated into one and the ſame 
Subſtance? Unhappy Church ! to 
what a forlorn and miſerable State 
art thou reduced? The Hehrews re- 
garded Nathan as a Prophet far his 
reproving Dauid, but among Chri- 
ſtians, he, who approves not the Vi- 
ces of the Popes, is in a. State of 
Damnation. e 

If a Man writes any thing that 
is contrary to the Truth, what 
greater Puniſhment can he poffibly 
ſuffer, than to have his Falſhood 
made known to the World? and if 
the things he affirms are true, why 
ſhould the Faithful be debatred from 
reading them? Chriſt often reſtor- 
ed Sight to the Blind, but he never 
put out any Mens Eyes to lead them 
to Heaven, Give me leave to 


ſpeak 


* 
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ſpeak impartially to you; Blindneſs 
and Salvation have no Relation to 


each other; but the Romiſs Clergy 


ſound it abſolutely neceſſary to de- 


prive the Laity of Sight, the bet- 
ter to conceal their Iniquities from 


Few Men care to be told of theit 
Faults, but for that Reaſon, a Wiſe 
and Learned Man is not obliged to 


latter and ſupport them in their 
Vickedneſs. No! he muſt not 


ſubje& his Underſtanding, that no- 
ble and glorious Faculty of our Souls, 
to ſo cruel a Tyranny. Let him 


freely reprove the Vices of the 


Great, and if upon that Account 
his Books are prohibited, he may 
teſt aſſured, that none but tholſs, 
whole Crimes he expoſes, will cen- 
ſure his Performance. 


' 
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$2. Paul, upon bis Arrival at Rome, 
ſees at the City, Gate the Pope 
Guardian Angel in a very ; Me» 
lancholly Poſture; having made 
 bimſelf 9 10 him he asks the 
Reaſon | why he has leſt the Care 
of the — to which. the a 
males the following n Mos 


 Eiog, no longer able.to/ artond 
on Urban VIII. I ſtand; here 
as Guardian 'of the Gates of the 
City. + I have left no means whar- 
ever. unattempted to reduce him to 
Reaſon, but ſuch is his capricious 
Spirit, chat all my Endeavours have 
proved incffeQual. When J reflect 
ow much the Divine Inſpiration is 
abuſed, and the Scorn and Contempt 
it meets with from him, I am fil- 
' led wich Reſentment, and reſolve 
Fri G with 


& 
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with my ſelf to return to Heaven, 
and lay an exact Account of his 
Conduct before che Almighty, hum- 
bly beſeeching his infinite Goodneſs 
to diſcharge me from a Poſt, the 
executing of vhich has almoſt de- 
ſtroyed the Patience of an Angel. 
To be created an Angel is, I con- 
fels, a very great Privilege; but 
conſidering the Care and Anxiety 
which attend the Cure of Souls, to 
which we Angels are appointed, eſ- 
pecially when ve 4 with Refra- 
ctory Tempers, who like U. 
En 
Goodneſs; The Condition of Man 
compared to Outs is much more 
pep who, when he has 'ſtrug- 
gled through the Difficulties of the 
World, the rough tempeſtuous Sea 
of Life, hopes to enjoy a conſtant, 


undiſturbed, an unexhauſted, unin- 
terrupted Tranquility for ever in 
nvy- 

wg 


"Heaven, 1 am far from e 
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ing the more happy and delightful 
Circumſtances of Others, but you 
cannot but allow, that nothing is 
more /irkſome, nothing more diſ- 
pleaſing to a generous Spirit, than 
not to be adle to ſetve his Lord to 
the utmoſt of his Wiſhes. It was 
formerly your Province to teach and 
inſtruct the Gentile World, and con- 
ſequently you cannot quite have 
forgotten the Anguiſh of Mind, 
vhich then poſſeſſed you, when 
you ſav the Heavenly Doctrines that 
you delivered ſo obſtinately rejected. 
I leave it therefore to you to ima- 
gine the Greatneſs of my Grief. O 
tell me, tell me, can there be any 
Sotrow like my Sorrow? If the 
Complaints I make are Groundleſs, 
deal 8 vith me, and ſay they 
are ſo; for it is not improbable, 
but that God in his Mercy has ſent 
you hither, either to reprove, or 
comfort me. 


G 2 Urban 
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Drban VIII. is now in the tven- 
tieth Lear of his Pontificate, and 
according to vhat is commonly 
-afficmed, that no Pope ſhall ever 
ſee the Days of St. Peter, he cannot 
live long. Were I to give you 
my Thoughts upon it, I am fully 
perſuaded that this was ſpoke by 
.way of Prophecy, that no Pope 
ſhall ever ſce the Church of God, 
in that State of Perfection, in which 
it flouriſhed in the Days of St. Pe- 
ter; But be that as it vill, the ol- 

der a Man grows, the nearer he 
advances towards the Grave, the 
Centre to which all Men are tend- 
ing. Tis common with old Men, 
-when they arrive at a certain Age, 
to recollect their ſcattered Spirits, 
which were formerly diſſipated in 
Luxury and Pleaſure ; 7 finding 
themſelves no longer able to purſue 
the Follies and Vanities of the World, 
they endeavour by an Honeſt and 
. 4 
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Sincere Repentance, to fly for Re- 
fuge to the Throne of God's Grace, 
vhoſe Arms are always extended to 
embrace the deſtitute and afflicted. 
But could you believe it, the older 
Urban grows, the more he gives 
way to his unruly and exorbitant 
Paſſions; the further he advances 
towards Grace, the more vicked he 
is; he loves nothing more than to 
be flattered and careſſed by his Ne- 
phews, who govern him as they 
pleaſe. He never reflects how he 
ins to act in ſo ſacred a Station, 
and if by accident, a paſſant Thought 
repreſents unto him the near Rela 
tion which is between the Perſon of 
the Pope, and the Duties vhich be- 
long to ſo Holy a Function, vhich 
ought never to be ſeparated; he 
immediately ſtifles ſo unpleaſing a 

Reflection; being fully poſſeſſed, 
that the Duties ought rather to give 
way to him, than he to them. He 

G 3 abhor- 
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abhors and deteſts the Thoughts 


of Death, which is one of the ſtrongeſt 


and moſt powerful Motives, which 


uſe of to humble and ſubdue an im- 
perious Mind. If at any time, not- 
withſtanding all his Efforts to the 


contrary, the Terrours of Death 


break in upon him; inſtead of ma- 
fe 


king a right Uſe of it, he perverſſy 
turns the Antidote into Poyſon, by 
employing all his Thoughts how to 
make his Family Great and Power- 
ful. 1 have often found him form- 
ing various Projects, how to make 
the Pontificate depend on the Will 
of the preſent Pope; and not be in 
Subjection to es Votes of the 
Conclave, that the Succeſſion there- 
of might be ſettled in his Family. 
'Tis ' wonderful indeed, that ſuch 
vain Chinieras ſhould poſſels the 
Head of the Vicars of Jeſus Chriſt; 
but happy would it be, if their 

— Thoughts 
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ts vere never vorſe em- 
. Alas! they too oſten com- 
their Projects, vhich generally 
tend to no other End, than to 
plunder the Patrimony of St. Peter, 
VIII, notwithſtanding his pillaging 
ſo many Millions, wil not be ſatis- 
— vithout — on his — 

ew's an Independant Principali- 
ty, and thereby ſecure them in their 
wicked Depredations; and as there 
are always more Perſons vho aſpire 
to be Princes, than there are Princi- 

alities to ſatisfy their Ambition, 

N it abſolutely n to 
make uſe of Violence, to diſpoſſeſs 
the lawful Proprietors, ſince no o- 
ther Argument is of force ſufficient 
to perſuade a Prince to quit his 
OR Thus — re- 
olving at any Rate to his 
12 leaves nothing unattempted 
to put his Nephews in Poſſeſſion of 
* other 


T 
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other Princes States. The Difor- 


dets he puts himſelf in by this means 
ate beyond Deſcription; one while 
he aims at the Kingdom of Naples, 
but finds the Enterprize too great; 
another time, upon the Encourages 
ment of the Miniſter of a certain 
Crown, his Thoughts are turned 
upon Milan; but then he is full of 

Doubts and Suſpicions, leaſt the 
Prince, ho offers to aſſiſt him in 
the Conqueſt, ſhould have ſome 
further View, than the putting his 
Nephe vs in Poſſeſſion of it. He 
looks upon Lucca as a poor mean 
State, vhich of it ſelf is too inconſi- 
derable, to recompence the Charge 
ol the Expedition. Mirandola would 
pleaſe him well enough, but then it 
1s 4 Fief of the Empire, and its 
Situation is ſo advantageous, that it 
ives Umbrage to the Neighbouring 
rinees; beſides, it is a matter of dan- 
gerous Conſequence to provoke the 
ol i” | Em- 
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Emperor, and all Lombardy, which 
lers upon the Eccleſiaſtical State, 
at one and the ſame time. At laſt 
his Mind is fixed upon Parma, and 

as that Enterprize appears moſt fea- 
ſible, by — . Pretences 
he has alteady ſet up upon the 
Dutchy of Cuſtro, he reſolves to de- 
privs that Duke of his Dominions. 
You may caſily imagine what Pains 
I took to divert him from ſo unjuſt 
a Proceeding z I repreſented to him 
how unbecoming it was for Popes 
and Prelates of the Holy Church, 
who profeſs a Life of Peace, to 
| change their Croſiers into Swords, 
and their Roquets into Armour. I 
put him in Mind, what a Scandal 
it would be to the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, how the Infidels would rejoyce, 
and in how great a Danger the 
Church would be, which Jeſus Chriſt 
_ foreſaw when he ſaid, that every 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf * 
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be brought. to Deſolation. But this 
Remonſtrance made no Impreſſion 
thinks of nothing leſs than the Pro- 
Perceiving that all the Reaſons I had 
uſed were ineſſectual, I argued; fur- 
ther from the Nature of the Thing, 
Events of Var are for the moſt part 
no leſs dangerous than uncertain; 
this 1 urged, with the greater Vehe- 
mence to. excite his Fear, that vake - 
ful Paſſion of Human Nature, it 
being a ſtrong and powerful Mo- 
tive, eſpecially, in old Men, to curb 
and reſtrain a Martial Diſpoſition. 
But Nature has very little Influence 
upon him, Reaſon has leſa, and the 
Angel appointed by Heaven to pro- 
tet him none at all. How aſto- 
niſhing is it to Strangers at Rome, 
to {ec a Pope turn Soldier, to ſee 
in 
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in the Ebb of Life, when he ſhould 
prepare himſelf for Death, prepar- 
ing for War. And what is yet 
worle, he keeps his Reaſon in Sub- 
jection to his Will, and is ſo obſti- 
nately bent in purſuing the Mea- 
ſures, which his extravagant violent 
Paſſions dictate to him, that he 
vould have them paſs upon others, 
as juſt and reaſonable. Thus Ur- 
ban, who never did one good Acti- 
on, thinks every thing that he does 
is well; even at this preſent that he 
has put all Italy in a Flame by his 
wicked Uſurpations, he publicly 
declares that his Deſigns are Juſt 
and Holy, and that he means no- 
thing more than doing God Ser- 
vice; as if his Notions of Right and 
Wrong, vhich are immutable in 
their own Nature, were different 
from thoſe, which God has im- 
planted in the Minds of Men. I 
villingly omit a Thouſand Extrava- 
gancies, 


gainſt it. This is the unkind, and 
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gancies, with which this whimſical ca- 
pricious Pontiff has provoked my 
Patience, Once he took it into his 
Head never to give Satisfaction to 
the Chriſtian Princes, notvithſtand- 
ing J often remonſttated to him that 
he ought to conſider them, as the 
Baſis and Foundation, upon vhich 
the Preſervation of the Chriſtian 
Faith had an abſolute Dependance, 
Another time he reſolved to create 
no more Cardinals, being fully per- 
ſuaded that his aboliſhing ſo corrupt 
and perverſe a Generation would be 
an Act of uncommon. Merit, and 
that his adhering to ſo wiſe and 
pradent a Reſolution, would make 
im deſerve very well of the Church, 
But alas! he ſoon deſiſted from it, 
for no other Reaſon, as I believe, 
but becauſe he found 1 was not a- 


unworthy Uſage I have met with. 
from him, and can a Guardian Aur 
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gel be worle treated? I have ſuffered 
too much already in my Reputation 
to continue my Care and Vigilance 
any longer, and as I deſpair of his 
Amendment, I am reſolved to give 

up my Charge and to return im- 
mediately to Heaven. 


St. Paul having heard the Complaints 
of the Guardian Angel goes dirett- 
J wo Rome, where he proceeds to 
perfelt his Proceſs; but by accideut 
be is forced to fly away. In bis 
Plight he meets another Angel 
coming in haſte towards him, whom 
be addreſſed in the foll.wing 
Manner. f | 


Know very well you arc ſent by 
God to haſten me from Rome, I 
obeyed the Command even before 
I received it ; for. Divine Inſpiration 

is 
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is ſwifter even than the ſwifteſt Angels, 
The Spirit of Obedience, whi 
takes up his Reſidence only in thoſe 
Perſons who are perfectly acquaint- 
ed vith the Will of God, inclined 
me to do ſo. As 1 am now got 
out of Rome, you have no Occaſi- 
on to proceed any further; let us 
therefore repoſe our ſelves a while, 
that I may appriſe you with the 
Reaſons/and Motives of fo ſudden 
a Retreat. You cannot be Igno- 
rant how that God ſent me down 
from Heaven, to draw up a Proceſs 
againſt the vicked Spouſe of Chritt, 
and to minute the Complaints Men 
preferred againſt her. That I might 
not depend upon the Teſtimony of 
others, I vent my ſelf to ſeveral 
Places where I was an Eye-Witneſs 
of her moſt diſſolute Behaviour; I 
: reſolved at laſt to go to Rome I 
uſed to travel in the Habit of a 
Monk, which vas the Occaſion of 


13 
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my being ſtopped upon the Road 
to confeſs a dying Cardinal. This 
led me to reflect that my appearing 
at Rome in a religious Habit, vould 
put me under 2 Neceſſity, of giving 
an Account to thoſe that asked me 
of the Order I belonged: to, and 
the Licence of my Superiours, to a- 
void all Occaſion of Prevatication, I 
laid ir aſide, and put on that Sword 
with which the Painters repreſent 
me; for as they vete raiſing Soldi- 
ers to fight againſt the Duke of 
Parma, I perſuaded my ſelf I might 
eaſily paſs for one of thoſe vho 
came to ſeck ſome Military Em- 
ployment. Being thus equipt, 
came to Rome, and took up my 
Lodgings in a Convent of Friars, 
who in theſe Days are more buſy in 
Politicks than all other Men. There 
I was ſure of being informed of e- 
very thing that paſſed; they talk 
vith the utmoſt Liberty and Free- 

15 dom, 
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dom, and are ſecure from the Ri- 
gour of thoſe Laws, vhich others 
who ſpeak againſt the Court of Rome 

very often Experience. The Con- 
vent, vhere I met vith a kind Re- 
ception, is famous for Literature, and 
is much frequented by Men of Parts, 
eſpecially by Foreigners, who are al- 
ways very numerous at Rome. Be- 
ing very inquiſitive to know theit 
No = yen the Church of Rome 
I often upon Points of Reli- 
gion; among the reſt I obſerved a 
Turt who ſeemed to liſten to our 
Diſputes more out of Curioſity, than 
from his underſtanding any thin 
of the Matter. I took him aſide, a 
asked him his Thoughts of the 
Chriſtian Religion. The Anſwer he 
made was very ſurpriſing. It is with 
us Turks, ſaid he, an eſtabliſhed 
Principle, that God protects and fa- 
vours that People who worſhip him 
in a manner agreeable 10 lun: 
10 an 
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and foraſmuch as the Turkiſs Empire 
is in the Height of Proſperity, ve 
juſtly conclude that the Religion 
ve profeſs, is above all others the 
moſt acceptable to him. We are 
of Opinion that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion vas in it ſelf good, till the 
Chriſtians corrupted it; but ve look 
upon Chriſtianity as it is now profel> 
| fed to be an Abomination to the 

Lord; beſides it is plain that the 
Profeſſors of it by their continual 
endleſs Diſcords, do all they poſſibly 
can to deſtroy it. I muſt freely 
own, that 1 was not a little ſurpri- 
ſed to find by this Anſwer of the 
Turk, that even thoſe, who never had 
the Advantages of a Liberal Educa- 
tion, were able from Principles ſo 
remote to form ſuch juſt and ſtrong. 
Concluſions concerning the preſent 
unhappy State of the Chriſtian 
Church. Some time after this, I 


propoſed the ſame Queſtion to a 
is H Gre- 
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Grecian, formerly a Student of St. 
Clements College at Rome; the An- 
ſwer he made me vas to this Effect. 
The Romiſs and Greet Churches are 
two Siſters of the ſame Parent, the 
Greek is the Elder, but the Romiſs, 
by ſome Artifice or other, I know 


not what, has diveſted her of the 


Right of Pri iture, for which 
Reaſon there has been no good A- 
reement between them ever ſince 
Shi Time. The Romiſs Church is 
poſſeſſed of the whole Paternal Eſtate, 
while the Greek, like Eſau, lives in 
Subjection to her younger Siſter. As 
to her Morals, I forbear to ſay any 
thing, being at Rome; for as he who 
dares to reflect upon them, knows 

nothing of the Danger he incurs 
by fo doing; fo he who approves of 
them, Jeehaves kirnſelf at of 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution. ' © The next 
I difcourfed on this Subject was a a 
French. man; he ſaid, The Church of 
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Rovie-was had in much Reverence by 
the greateſt Part of the People in 
France, but our Kings have been ſo 
wile, as not to ſuffer the Pope to 
extend that Exorbitant Power he 
exerciſes in Italy beyond the Alps. 
The Gallican Church enjoys her own 
particular Rites, by which the is ga- 
verned; and it is well ſhe does ſo; 
for the French being naturally of a 
Turbulent Spirit, and as the caſe 
now ſtands, that a great part of 
France is infected with Hereſy, ſhould 
his Holineſs pretend to exerciſe half 
that Tyrannical Power over their 
Conſciences, as he does in Italy; 
the whole Kingdom in general, to 

ſhake off the Roman Yoke, would 
turn Hereticks, This Account of 
the French-man made me curious to 
know what the Spaniards, who arc 
quite oppoſite to the French, had to 
ay for themſelves. | had contract- 


ed an intimate Acquaintance with a 
H 2 Noble- 
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Nobleman of Sevil who uſed to 
frequent the Convent I * in; 1 
took the Opportunity of putting 
the ſame Bucs -87 to him, Tis — 
ply vas this. Sir, to convince you 
E. willing 1 am to oblige you, I 

ſhall ſpeak my Thoughts with the 
utmoſt Sincerity, which my Coun- 

try Men but rarely do. The Venera- 
tion which the Spaniards pay to 
the Church, is to be confidered as 

Internal and External; by Internal 
Veneration, (as the Spaniards know 
how to value every thing accord- 
ing to its Worth) 1 mean the ſame 

vith that of all other Nations; who 

are well acquainted with the Geni- 
us and Manners of the Court of 
Rome. And as to the External Vene- 
ration, 1 dare boldly affirm that the 
"Spaniards by far exceed all others; 
and the Reaſon is evident, the 

Church of Rome having always ex- 

preſſed an uncommon  Partiality P 
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the Intereſt of Spain, they look up- 
on themſelves as obliged to make 
her this Return of Gratitude, cho 
it be only in Appearance. My 
King is ſenſible of vhat eminent 
Service che Inquiſition is to him, 
in bringing down the Pride and 
Grandeur of his Subjects, who 
might otherwiſe involve him in 
Troubles innumerable. He can ne- 
ver forget how to gratify the Houſe 
of _ * r- of Rome 

iſted as long as poſſible in the 
Nagluuen * 1 „ not to 
give Abſolution to the Houſe of 
Bourbon, and laſtly he remembers 
of what ule the Jeſuits have al- 
ways been to him, in extending his 
Dominions even to the remoteſt, 
and moſt diſtant Regions; though 
they act with a View of their own 
Advantage. For theſe and many o- 
ther Realon s, the Spaniards kink 
themſelves indiſpenſably obliged to 
| H | 


3 Pay 
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pay a ſeeming External Reverence to 
the Church of Rome, even though 
her Corruptions vere greater than 
they are. This is what, he Spaniard 
ſaid co me. The next I entertain- 
ed on this Subject vas an Eng- 
lik „ ho with 4 becom- 
neee 
iog Modeſty, which is peculiar to 
that Nation, expreſſed himſelf 
thus. As I am an open profeſſed 
Enemy to the Church of Rome, you 
will hardly give Credit to what 1 
ſhall ſay on the Queſtion you pro- 
poſe 3 but if you are curious to 
know the Sentiments of the Northern 
Nations, read only the Doctors of 
the Reformation, and you will ſoon 
be ſatisfied. Whilſt 1 was thus en- 
deavouting at Rome, to perfect the 
Procels with which I vas charged 
againſt the Adultereſs, I met Il a 
very extraordinary Accident: 1 hap- 
ned one Morning to pals by a 
Church where there was an Exor- 
| 8 ciſm; 
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ciſm; the Noiſe which vas made 
excited my Curioſity to go in and 
ſee it. The Demon no ſooner per- 
ceiv d me entring, but he imme- 
diately cryed out in a very loud and 
dreadful Manner, There is St. Paul, 
There is St. Paul! he is come from 
Heaven in a very good Time, to 
ſee the State and Condition of that 
Church, for which he laboured fo 
abundantly. Unhappy Saint! What 
was the Motive that brought you 
hither 2 Was it to reap the Fruit of 
your Labours. Alas: the Seeds of 
that Holy Doctrine, which by your 
perſuaſive Eloquence were formerly 
ſown, in the Vineyard of God, are 
become a Prey to theſe rapa- 
cious Vultures, who ſurround 
me with their hoarſe and noily 
Conjurations. Upon this, the Prieſts 
turning towards me, to prevent a 
Diſcovery I gently withdrew ; but the 
Exorciſt was ſo affected at whar the 
| 23 Spirit 
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Spirit had ſaid, that by the Power of 
his Charms, he forced him to confeſs 
that 1 was St. Pan in a Human 
Shape, but that he knew nothing of 
the Deſign that brought me thither. 
The Prieſts immediately adviſed the 
Pope of it, vho by his Spies ſoon 
found out my Lodging, and pre- 
ſently after a Courtier came to me 
vith this Compliment. His Holineſs, 
Urban VIII. being truly informed 
who you are, has ſent me to pay 
his Reſpects to your Sanctity; and 
as he is very ambitious to entertain 
a Stranger of ſo great Quality, he 
deſires you will honour” his Palace 
with your Preſence. I was notmuch 
ſurpriſed at the Compliment, for 
ſuch is the Corruption of the preſent 
Age, that at Rome the Saints are in a 
manner abſolute Strangers. You 
may eaſily imagine the Concern I 
was in, at my being (diſcovered; 
however I made my Acknowledg. 


4 
| : \ 
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ments to his Holineſs, but deſired 
his Excuſe for not accepting his In- 
vitation, being upon my Departure 
from Rome. The Courter had no 
ſooner left me, but 1 to con- 
fider with my ſelf what I had beſt to 
do; and as my Mind preſaged ſome 
future ill Conſequence, 1 preſently 
reſolved to make my "Eſcape ; but 
before I could compaſs my Deſign, 
I received a ſecond Meſſage from 
his Holineſs to this Effect. Urban 
VIII, faid the Courtier, has ſent me 
back to repeat the ſame Requeſt to 
you, that you would do him the 
Honour to come to his Palace; but 
if that cannot be complyed vith, 
he deſires another Favour of you. 
Upon expreſſing my readineſs to 
ſerve his Holineſs in any thing that 
lay in my Pover, he continued 
thus; There are ſome Propoſitions in 
your Epiſtles, which are manifeſtly 
oppolite to his Holineſs's Inclinati- 


ons 


yo 
* * 
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ons; theſe. he deſires your Sanctity 
+ will alter, nothing appearing more 
_ abſurd, than that ſo great an Apoſtle 
as St. Paul ſhould contradict the Suc- 
ceſſor of St. Peter. You. are pleaſed to 
ſay, Omni, anima * 4 ſubli- 
mioribhus ſubdita fit: Now his Ho- 
lineſs would be excepted from this 
general P n, it not being 
5 reaſonable that the Popes ſhould be 
under any other Law than that of 
their own ' Will becauſe then their 
Actions vould not be. ſubject, as 
they now are, to the Cenſure of o- 
thers. His Holineſs deſires further, 
that you would eraſe thoſe, Words 
wherein you preſcribe to Biſhops 
their Duty; Diaconos habeat non 
turpe lucrum facientes; nothing of- 
fends him more than this Paſſage, 
he thinking it abſolutely neceſſary 
for his Intereſt to keep the Cardi- 
nals his Ne phe vs 5 him. 1 
was ſo be at this ſtrange pro- 
poſal, 
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poſal, that I began to be afraid, that 
notwithſtanding the Grace of God 
which vas fo abundantly beſtowed 
upon me, I was in great Danger of 
turning Apoſtare. Bur what could 
I hope for elſe at Rome? Percei- 
ving the Courtier waited for an 
Anſwer, I frankly told him that 
the Affair he mentioned vas of the 
utmoſt Conſequence; and that my 
Reputation vould ſuffer extreamly 
by ſuch an Alteration. You know,, 
ſaid 1, that the World has hitherto 
received my Doctrine, as it vas de- 
liveted, in its Native Purity; vhat 
vill they ſay, when they ſhall find 
it changed? will they not believe that 
ſuch Alterations have been made by 
ſome Hereticks, rather than by me? 
And if the Pope, notwithſtanding 
my Doctrines, is at Liberty to act in 
all Things as he pleaſes, where is 
the Neceſſity of ſuch an Alteration ? 
but in caſe his Holineſs inſiſts upon 
| it, 
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it, if God ſhall inſpire me ſo to do, 
be may depend upon my Service. 
The Courtier took what 1 ſaid for 
a Promiſe, and left me, not reflect. 
ing on the Condition to which it 
vas annexed; upon which l imme- 
diately made my Eſcape. I had hard- 
ly got out of the City Gate, but 1 
found in my haſte L had forgot my 
Sword. As I was conſidering whe- 
ther I ſhould: go back to fetch it, I 
perceived a Perſon making up to 
me, a Stranger who lodged with 
me in the Convent, and from whom 
I had received great Civilities. As 
he drew near, he cryed out in a 
loud Voice, Fly, Fly my Friend; 1 


5 am come to acquaint you, chat aſſoon 
as you vas gone, the Gourtier came 
back to ſeck you; and not finding 


you in the Convent, he appriſed the 
Pope of your Departure; who pre- 
ſently came in private to your Lodg- 

ings, 
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ings, where ſeeing your Sword, he 
graſped it in his Hands, and ſaid 
with much Paſſion and Indignati- 
on; Since Paul refuſes to ſerve me 
with his Pen, his Sword ſhall ſerve 
me. This ſhall make Men believe 
what the Apoſtle refuſes to preach 
in my favour. This ſhall compel 
the moſt potent Princes to ſubmit 
and bow the Knee before me. With 
this I vill maintain Caſtro, Conquer 
Parma, and convince the World 
that where this triumphs all other 
Arguments are needleſs. This was 
the Sum of what the honeſt Man 
ſaid ro me, not ſuſpecting in the 
leaſt, what Paul, and what Sword 
the Pope meant in his Rage and 
Eury. I returned him my ; 
Thanks for his good Will to me, 
and having taken my leave, I conti- 
nued my Flight with the utmoſt Pre- 
cipitation ; being ſorely grieved that 
my Sword was fallen into ſuch Hands 

as 
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as would-uſe it to ſupport their Ty- 
3 lannical Paſſions, to the great Scan- 
3 dal of all Good Chriſtians. 'I am 
: perfectly at a Loſs how I ought to 
act in ſo very nice and critical a 
Conjuncture; if it vas poſſible 

to make 4 Pope hearken to the 

Voice of God, I would deſire you 

to go and diſpoſe his Mind to Peace; 

but alas, I am ſenſible that Urban 

VIII is of two obſtinate and inflex- 

ible a Nature; ſo that I rather 

chuſe to intreat you to inſpire the 

Italian Princes vith a Reſolution to 

force that Sword from him, vhich 
contrary to all Right he took from 

me, and which he now deſigns to 
make uſe of to diſturb their Peace, 
without any regard to Equity and 
uſtice. I have therefore directed the 
lowing Letter to all Chriſtian 
Princes, and have ſet my Name to 
it, it being now known that I am 


upon 
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upon the Earth. 155 Ly is as 
followeth; "Tye » 


ISS 141 | 


St. paul 10 all _ Pon 
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'Rban VIII, in. the N 
WV of his Paſſion, has ſeized 
« my Sword, vith which he de- 
« ſigns, to diſturb the Peace and 
« Tranquility of your States; un- 
« leſs you prevent him, by 3 
2 ving with your ſelves to wrelt it 
«from him. I exhort . you there 
« fore, in the Name I that God. 
" vhoſe Apoſtle I am, not to ſuffer, 
0 that Sword, which Heaven intend- 
cc ed ſhould be drawn againſt none 
te hut Infidels, to be lied ande taint- 
ed with the Blood of Chriſtians. 
Let no vain Scruples deter you 
ce —— ir; neither be ſo weak as to. 
©. ima 
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« j , that becauſe he is your 
« She all Reſiſtance is unlaw- 
« ful; ſince a Crook, * 
« js the pr Badge of a 8 
« herd. n | Rr | 
e to fall by the Sword of his Fa- 
« ther Abraham, to make himſelf a 
« Sacrifice holy and acceptable to 
« God, it was only to pleaſe God, 
c not to ſatisfy a cruel and revenge- 
« ful Father. St. Perer left Nis 
« Knife upon the Earth, with an 
et Intention that it ſhould be em- 
« ployed againſt none but Fiſhes, 
« which are Creatures of another 
_ « Element. He deſigning thereby 
« to teach and inſtruct his Church, 
« that whenever ſhe has recourſe to 
« Arms, the ſhould only uſe them 
, apainſt the Infidels; who not be- 
« ing of her Sheepfold, may be 
e « juſtly treated as Creatures of a- 
& nother Element. Be couragious 
| q cc there- 
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and acquit your ſelves 


75 like Men; ndertaking 
Men ; the 
1185 Qs1o difficult -1 you — 
5 enrag d oy Urban _ 
7 — as it is not his Ex 
8 rauer te Sword, you will 
e ee lily ke — x 
che Juſt, .Good God inſpire 
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1. Ang a fires St: Poul wy his 
+ Readineſs to do what be fecom- 
1 u to him; but firſt gives him 
an Account” of \what- Loy be- 
* ee bim and a * gol ney Grate 
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| 1 Shall not fail, 8 Apolile of 


God, to execute your Orders; 
nor will I loſe any Time in convey- 


ing your Letter to the Chriſtian 


Princes, and in inſpiring them vith 
a noble Reſolution to recover your 
Sword from the Hands of Urban VIII. 
But give me Leave to relate to you 
firſt; what paſs d in Converſation be- 
tween me and a Nun in —— rr 
Bloom, and Beaury's Pride. per- 

fwade my ſelf you 1 will not ak it 
improper to be added to the Proceſs, 
ſince it contains * melancholy 
291 Com- 


— 
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Complaints and mournful Lamenta- 
tions of the moſt Unhappy of all 
God's Creatures, who enjoy the glo- 
rious Light of the Goſpel. This 
being the firſt Time I left the Re- 
gions of Joy and Immortality to ſo- 
journ a ſhort Time upon the Earth, 
like Travellers, who are always in- 
quiſitive after Curioſities, I was above 
all other Things very impatient to ſee 
a Nunnery, it being a received Opi- 
nion vith us above, that Nuns are 
Angels with human Bodies. 1 was no 
ſooner arrived at one of the greateſt 
Cities in Italy, but appearing in the 
Likeneſs of a young Traveller, I vent 
into a Convent of Nuns. I happi- 
ly found a young Lady at the Grate, 
-who ſeemed to expect Company. 
As ſoon as the” (aw me, ſhe; asked 
me my Country, and the Reaſons 
that induced me to make a Tour 
into foreign Parts. Being unwil- 
ling to let her know 1 came from 
44 | I 2 Heaven, 
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Heaven, replied, My. Country was 
very remote, and that-few1.in theſe 
Parts knew any Thing — that 
the Motive which occaſion d my 
going abroad was the fame with 
chat of other young Gentlemen, who 
impatienily —— to ſee foreign 
Countties before they can give an 
Account of their own; and who ge- 
nerally eſteem themſelves moſt hap- 
Py, when they are at the greateſt Di- 
Nance; from it. But happy, thrice 
happy they laid I, whole Habita- 
tion is within theſe Walls, - which 
is · a kind of ſecond. Paradice, vhere 
—— An gels, alway WR the 
Wit was no- leſs engaging _—_ her 
Beauty, ſhe immediately replied, Oh, 
how gladly-would we exchange this 
imaginary: Paradice for the Liberty 
1 How, can you 
8 even te Life of Life: 
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It is the Property of the molt ſub- 
lime Beings, and is therefore moſt = 
coyeted by the greateſt Minds. Be- 
hold the — the unvearied Sun 
conſider the Moon, the Stars = 
Planers : They never ſtop, or take 
any Reſt; but delight in their con- 
tinual Motion. I was ſurpriſed with 
the Readineſs of her Wit; and the 
more I conſider d her Bloom of 
| Youth, the more I admir'd it. But 
to continue the Diſcourſe; Madam, 
ſaid I, what you ſay is true: The 
Sun, Moon, and Planets, are ever 
on their Way; but in the higheſt 
| — the Stars ol the greateſt 
gnitude, vhich are neareſt to the 
— of God, are fixed and im- 
mutable. Like theſe the Nuns are 
ordain d to live together in one Place 
in a conſtant Worſhip. of God Al- 
mighty, where — enjoy the un- 
ſpeakable Comfort of being near to 
him; ; x which. none — 
I; th 
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they are poſſeſſed of. © The Charm- 
ing Creature ſighed at what” 1 ſaid; 
and after ſome Pauſe, I believe, ſaid 
ſhe, that the Stars you ſpeak of are 
near to God; but Souls that are 
racked and tortur'd vith Deſpair 
cannot hope to be ſo. You, alas! 
continued ſhe vith Tears in her 
yes, are at utter-Serumger tel Out 
forlorn and miſerable Condition. 
Fate, and the Cruelty, the rigid Fate 
and unexampled Cruelty of our Pa- 
rents, have ſhut us up in this Place 
for ever; and the Church has con- 
trived ſome ſpecious Pretences to ju- 
ſtify this Barbatity. Pardon me, Sir, 
if in my Grief 1 ſay any Thing that 
T ſhould not ſay. We deſerve your 
N Compaſſion: To be doom d to lin- 
peer out our Days in a perpetual Cap- 
tivity, while ochers enjoy the Com- 
forts of the World, iss without a 
Figure, Miſery it ſelf. Can any 
Thing be more abhörrent to Na- 
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ture? The very Infant, before it 
has any Senſe of Life, breaks his 
Chains aſunder, and forces his Way 
from his Mother's Womb. To us, 
who are ſenſible of our miſerable 
State, the Cruelty is greater: When 
ever wc reflect that ve alone were 
born into the World, to be depri- 
ved olf the Pleaſures: of it, can any 
Grief be like our Grief? This Cloi- 
ſter you imagine to be a Paradice; 
but in Paradice there is no ſuch 
Thing as Sorrow or Diſcontent: 
Say rather it is Hell, vhere our na- 
tural Affections are condemn d to 
be tortur d by ſtrong Deſires, which 
cannot be extinguiſhed. Our Pa- 
rents have no Reaſon for this 
hard Uſage, this barbarous and in- 
human Treatment, but the ſaving 
the Portion they muſt give vith us 
in Marriage. This is the Cauſe, 
the fatal Cauſe, why we are debar- 
red thoſe Comforts of Life. which, 

BY 1 of 
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of Right belong to us. We, alas! 
have done nothing to merit this Pu · 
niſument; out only Crime is, that 
ve are Women. ls it poſſible to 
believe that a forced Gonfinement, 
not of Choice, but Neceſſity, can 
diveſt us of choſe Inclinations which 
ate inſeparable from our Nature? 
A religious Habit may ſerve indeed 
to diſguiſe thoſe Deſires which can- 
not be extinguiſh'd by it. Beſides, 
our Life is no way agreeable to the 
Votaries of Heaven: A willing 
Mind is moſt acceptable to God: 
but that is entirely wanting 
us. We ate forced into this Abyg 
of Miſery in a Way quite contrary 
to our Inclinations, and are denied 
the Liberty which others enjoy of 
going to Hell, the Way ve like beſt. 
In former Times they uſed to let out 
the Blood of the Victims they of- 
ſered in Sacrifice, upon their belie- 
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reſided in it; no Oblation but What 
vas purged and refined from all ſen- 
ſual Paſſions could, as they thought, 
be pleaſing unto God: And yet ve 
are as a Sacrifice to him with 
all our Paſſions. Who can believe 
pure, polluted Offering, can be ac- 
ceptable to hirn? And if it be not 
acceptable; conſider with your ſelf 
into how great Deſpair muſt we be 
plung'd, to find our ſelves expell'd 
from human Society, rejected of 
God; and forced into Hell, vithout 
having done any real Thing to ſtain 
our Innocence? If this be the ſad 
and miſerable Effect of our Saviour's 
Paſſion, it would certainly have been 
much better for us, that he had never 
ſuffered on the Croſs. Be not ſur- 
priſed, Sir, at ſo ſtrange an Expreſ- 
ſion: It is natural to thoſe who are 
in a State of Condemnation to ut- 
ter nothing but Blaſphemy. We 
D 5. WP} know 
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know very vell that Chriſt never 
commanded us to be kept and con- 
fin d in ſo diſmal a Captivity, ſince 
he laid down. his Life for the Re- 
demption of Mankind. The —— 
are — 57 worthy of Blame, vho, to 

countenance and encourage our "= 
rents in their Covetouſneſs, make ule, 
of the Key of Heaven to lock us up 
in this diſmal Confinement. The 
Deſtruction of ſo many thouſand 
Innocents, who fell a Sacrifice to 
Herod's: Cruelty, when, he ſought: 
after Jelus to put him to Death, 
cannot be imputed to o our Saviour 
Chriſt. Their Caſe and ours, reſem- 
ble each other: We are cut off — 
the Conyerſation of che Living, un- 
der the pretended Maſque of of Rei. 
gion: They were happy in that they 
were, dead before they vere buried, 
but we, alas! are buried alive. Our 
Youth and Innocence, our Tears 


* Prayers, ayail us nothing. Nox 
has 
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Has our Beauty, with all its ſoft pre- 
vailing Charms, for which ve are 
adored as Angels, the Power to 
move any one to aſſiſt us. And as 
for the Church, it is ſtill more in- 
ſenſible. St. Peter was formerly re- 
leaſed out of Priſon by the Interpo- 
ſition of an Angel; but now his 
Succeſſors conſine the very Angels. 
But whither doth my preſent Grief 
tranſport me! The Name of An- 
gel ill ſuits our Miſery; much leſs 
is it conſiſtent vith our Manner of 
living. When we came hither we 
vere perfectly innocent; but ve do 
not long continue ſo: Such is the 
Violence and Extravagance of our 
Paſſions, that it is not in our Power 
to obey the Rules of a Monaſtick 
Life: No, ve rather deteſt than ob- 
ſerve ſo cruel and ſevere a Religion. 
Our Vamties and Frailties are ex- 
ceeding great; ve are curious even 


to exceſs; and the Deſires ve haue 
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to taſte the Pleaſures and Comforts 
of the World cannot be limited or 
 circumſctibed: Ambition and Ha- 
tred, Malice and Revenge, rej gn here 
among us. In aW ord; ve obſerve 
neither Rules nor Conſtitution: And 
as to our Vows, ve ſeldom re- 
gard them, but vhen unavoidably 


cerning our Chaſtity, you may think 
my Sex vill not allow me to be 
too particular on ſo nice 2 Subje& A 
1 will only fay, that a our Cha- 
ſtity is the Cauſe of all our Miſ- 
fortunes, we revenge our ſelves u 
on her, and leave nothing in * 
Pover unat to deſtroy her. 
This ſaid, ſhe bluſhed, and conclu- 
died her Diſcourſe. Had I been ca- 
pable of human Affections, 1 can- 
not but confeſs that the miſerable 
State of theſe abandon'd: unhappy 
Creatures is inerpreſſibiy touching: 
423 bo OE, But, 


we are forced to do ſo. 7 As con- 3 


But, alas! my Compaſſign would 
have ayailed, but little 9 at by, | ng | ab- 
ſolurely out of my Power to relieve 
them. To put an 1 2 — 
to a Converlation which ſerved on 
ly to, remind, the Charming Fair of 
my Leave, ſaying, Madam, wher 
1 came into this Nunnery, I belie- 
but upon the Relation you have 
made me, I pity yon from my 
Heart as the moſt unhappy Crea- 
tures in the World. - Were it in my 
Powet, I would ſoon releaſe you, 
break down your Walls, and reſtore 
you to that Liberty which is ſo un- 
juſtly taken from you: But fince 
that is impoſſible to be effected, let 
me intreat you to comfort your 
ſelves with the pleafing Aſſurance 
that Heaven will er reward all 
your Sufferings; and that notvitl 
ſtanding your Declaration chat 1 
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do nor ſuffer for Chriſt's Sake, yet 
fo great is his Mercy, that he never 
refuſes ro off Eternity of Hap- 


pineſs to thoſe who were anwvilling. 
ly "compelled to bear his Croſs. 1 
dare” therefore "aſſure you, that if 
ou obtain not Heaven as wy 
Fa vill obtain it as _ | 


— — — 2 —— 
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2 paul goes. 10 Mello, and em- 
- barks . In the mean 
Ine the Angel deliners the Apo- 
— le's Letter to the Chriftian Princes. 
2201 his done, be tales his Flight to 

Heaven ; where receiving new Or- 

— => be deſcends from above, and 
wy arrives..at.; Terulalem ; where be 
Do appriſes St, Paul of bis Commiſſion, 
and gives, him the following dc- 


Ne of. the fairs of, Italy. 
YReat” Agent of the Inge, 


Before my lars Aſcent to lea. 
ven 


regnet iy 
Cate to deliver the Let- 
jerks gave ne to the Chriſtian 


the Danger they were in, that they 
unanimoufly refoly'd to vreſt your 
Sword from the Hands of Urban VIII. 
vith ſo much Vigour, that I found 
it mote neceſſary to direct them in 
the Way and = ftp of doing it, 
chan to urge them on to the Un- 
dertakin His Holineſss Army 
had at Ka Time reach'd the Fron- 
tiers of Modena, ' where they ey impe- 
riouſly demanded Paſſage to plun- 
2 and deſtroy the Dutchy of Par- 


Wit Wee g, ſeemed all on 


a ſudden to rouze themſelves from 
the Lethargy they were in, and ta 


ſhew their Reſentments. Couriers 
were immediately diſpatch'd to all 
Parts; a Le 
ed to oppoſe the Pope; and their 
FRAN Intereſts, and Forces, vere 
an inſtantly, 


ces, vhom I made ſo ſenſible of 


The Princes, provok d at ſo 


e was preſently form- 


E 

Don Tadeo, ephe 

_ not 4 bare Commiſſion, but 
PAR which — 

irude invi 


= 
_ eng General, tad wo 
d xpedivon, ch 
= — which was ork. 
wh ry hen _ 
.h reparations 
ſoonet . ep 8 
oed about, and qu ks Field like 
a Thief, Who — ſtand his 
Gtaund when, he meets with Re- 
eee hy 
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ing reinforced with the Succours his 


Allies ſent him, broke into the Ec- 


cleſiaſtical State, which put the Bar- 
barins in the utmoſt Confuſion. 


The Enemy refuſing to come to 


an Engagement, he reſolved, if 
poſſible, to revenge himſelf by fal- 
ing on their Rear; but upon the 
firſt News of his Approach the whole 


Army diſappear d, and the General 


himſelf was not to be found, His 
Holineſs's Subjects were in great 
Amazement what was become of 
their Army; and the Army, on the 
other Hand, were in no leſs Amaze- 
ment what was become of their Ge- 
neral. But Don Tadeo, the poor 
Unfortunate Don Tadeo, did in vain 
call for his Courage, which had 
quite forſaken him. God can work 


a Miracle whenever he pleaſes. The 
Duke of Parma, who but juſt be- 
fore was on the Brink of Ruin, 
penetrates his Holineſs's Dominions 

C 
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with Three thouſand Horſe only, 
the Enemy flying all the Way before 
him, to prepare, as it were, Quar- 
ters for his Victorious Troops. The 
firſt Night, to reſt his Cavalry, the 
Duke encamped not far from Fort 
Urbin, vhich the Garriſon vould 
willingly have carried away with 
them after Don Tadeo; but as it 
was immoveably fix d upon a Rock, 
they lay cloſe within the Walls, with- 
out the leaſt Noiſe, to prevent a 
Diſcovery. The Duke encouraged 
by this Succeſs, determined to march 
directly to Rome, that his Holineſs 
might be made ſenſible of the dread- 
ful Calamities he had brought upon 
himſelf by his boundleſs Paſſions. 
He met with nothing to ſtop him 
in his March: The Governors of 
che} Fortsf were glad to give him 
a free Paſſage, to get rid of the Sight 
of ſo terrible a Gueſt; and the Ci- 
ties threw open their Gates without 

* f waiting 
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waiting for Summons, receiving the 
Duke more like a Protector than an 
Enemy: And though it could not 
be otherwiſe than that the People 
muſt ſuffer by the Paſſage of his 
Troops, that wanted Neceſſaries; 
yet, having been uſed to the barba- 
rous Treatment of their Eccleſiaſtick 
Governors, they looked upon them- 
ſelves as rather eaſed than burthen d 


by the Enemy. The Duke loſt no 


Time in advancing to Rome, where 
Fear and Confuſion ſeemed to reign. 
It is impoſlible to expreſs the Ter- 
ror and Conſternation the City was 


in at his firſt Approach. The Ca-. 


ſtle of St. Angelo was not ſufficient 
to contain the great Number of 
Eccleſiaſticks which fled thither for 
Refuge, the Fear they were in Ha- 
ving much abated their pride, and 
taught them Humility. His Holi- 
neſs, the Cardinals, and Prelates, re- 
moved their moſt valuable Effects 

* = into 
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into that famous Capitol, which vas 
formerly the Seat and Abode of True 
Portitude, and now a Retreat for 
their Covardice. But the Sword of 
Juſtice is always terrible, whatever 
Hand it be in. The ſame City which 
formerly oppoſed the Great Hanni- 
bal, made ſo brave and glorious a 
Reſiſtance when beſieged by the 
Gauls, is now in the greateſt Ter- 
ror and Confuſion at the Sight of 
Three thouſand Horſe, who came 
to demand Satisfaction for the 
Wrongs vhich Urban had done to 
the Houle of Farneſe. In this Con- 
fuſion they never once thought of 
marching out to fight the Enemy; 
their Minds being bent on nothing 
but their own Security. The Gates 
ol the City, like ſo many Dioceſes, 
had à Biſhop to defend them; and 
ſo great vas their Fear, that they 
did not rely on their Walls and 
Baſtions, but reſolved to make new 
22 11 | Forti- 
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Fortifications of Breviaries. They 
thought at laſt of forming a Body 
of Horſe to oppoſe the Enemy, by 
mounting the Cardinals and Biſhops 
Coach-Horſes; but they found that 
theſe Troops, which had always 
been indulg'd in Luxury and Diſſo- 
luteneſs, could do them no Service. 


In a Word, the Conſternation was 


fo general, that they were not capa- 


ble of refolving on any Thing bur 
to ſtand on the Defenſive. 2 
Jeſus Chriſt once ſaid to his Apo- 


ſtles, upon their diſcovering ſome 


EY 


Symptoms of Fear in a violentStorm, 
Why are ye ſo fearful ? Howis it that 


ye have no Faith? What would he 


now ſay to the Governors of his 


Church? / How would he blame 


them, at their being alarmed ar fo 


inconſiderable a Force? What can 


occaſion fo uncommon a Terror? 


Is it not becauſe they have no 


Faith? 


K 3 White 
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While Rome was in this Diſtreſs 
and Confuſion, the Nes of it vas 
carried down to Hell. The Infer- 
nal Povers aſſembled in Council, 
and the principal Demon addreſſed 
1 7 thus: E 


ber- and phos: 14 
= You have heard what Occa- 
«fron has brought us together. 
ee The Eecleſiaſtical State i is threa- 
« tend with Deſtruction; and as 
ee they are our faithful Allies, we 
«muſt not forſake them; for ſhould 
ec the Dominion of the Church of 

e Rome be brought to Deſolation, 
et it eee of courſe be followed 
2 — neral Reformation of the 
| ck Religion. You cannot 
* 200 be ſenſible how much this 

T vaſt Empire of Hell will ſuffer by 
BY it. Ve mult therefore aſſiſt ie 
ee to the utmoſt of our Power, and 
* not depend on Urban VIII. who 
— old and infirm; Upon 
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pon this, a Fiend of ſuperior Abi- 6 


lities, who had often been employ d 
in the Affairs of the Eccleſiaſtical 
State, and beſt underſtood them, 
ſtood up, and offered himſelf to 
ſerve, in this critical Juncture, the 
Cauſe of Hell and Rome. He pre- 
ſently vaniſhed, and appeared in 
an Inſtant before his Holineſs, who 
vas at that Time in the greateſt 
Inquietude how to ſave the State. 
c Urban, ſaid the Fiend, vhat art 
cc thou doing? Thy Sceptre and 
Kingdom are on the Brink of 
Ruin, and thy worldly Grandeur 
cc is juſt expiring. Why ſtand you 
« thus idle? Will your Fear deliver 
e you? Or vill your flying Troops 
60 — you? No; you muſt 
£ have Recourſe to Treachery and 
© Perfidiouſneſs; the ſame old Arts 
£ by which your Dominion was 
< firſt acquir'd, will beſt preſerve 
« jt, Treat therefore of an Ac- 

35 K 4 „ commo- 
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your Fidelity, and promiſe Reſti- 
ce tution. While Things are tranſ- 
acting, the Enemy's Army will 
ec be ſo much diminiſh'd, — the 
% Duke of Parma vill not be 
e able to effect his Deſign. Then 
break your Word; never ſcruple 
cc the Matter; it is not the firſt 
« Time you have done fo, neither are 
«- yau the firſt Pontiff who has been 
c < guitey of a Breach of Faith. Since 

© you can diſpenſe others with their 
« « Qui and vows, what Obliga- 
ec tion can you lie under to deny 
ce your ſelf ſo invaluable a Privi- 
lege? Theſe Arguments of the 
Fiend: were ſo ſtrong and weighty, 
that Urban eaſily gave into them. 
Thus Heaven's Decrees are often ex- 
ecuted by the Powers of Darkneſs, 
tho by different Means. In the Con- 
fuſion, the Confederate Army might 
an have made themſelves? Maſters 
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of the whole Eccleſiaſtical State in 
a very little Time. The Duke of 
Modena might have taken Ferrara, 
which of Right belonged to him. 
The Duke of Florence might alſo 
have - juſtified his Claim to ſeveral 
Fiefs in the Dutchy of Urbino. The 
Republick of Venice had it then in 
her Power to have taken Satisfaction 

for the great Depredations commit- 
ted on their Frontiers. In a Word; 
they all had the Opportunity of re- 
deeming the forlorn and miſerable 
Inhabitants of the Eccleſiaſtical State 
from the Tyranny and Slavery un- 
der which they have fo long lan- 
guiſhed. But ſome of the Confe- | 
derates were over-reach'd by the 
faithleſs Negotiations of the Barba- 
rint; others grew irreſolute. Others 
again knew not how to improve ſo 
favourable a Conjuncture, which was 
offered by Providence for the Good 
of all Chriſtendom, God _——_ 
y 
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by Way of Puniſhment to them, 
permitted Urban to impoſe on their 
Credulity, and by a notorious Vio- 
lation of his Faith to prevent and 
retard the Concluſion of the Peace 
which they ſo much wiſhed for, who, 
being aſſiſted by the Council of Hell, 
found it eaſy, by the artful Manage- 
ment of Cardinal Spada, to keep on 
foot the Negotiations, and to ſtop 
the Progreſs of the Enemy by re- 
peated Aſſurances of giving Satisfa- 
ction; till at laſt the Duke's Army, 
being very much weaken'd by Sick» 
neſs and Deſertion, was forced to 
draw off, without obtaining any o- 
ther Advantage than the Glory of 
having march'd even to the very 
Gates of Rome. Upon which the 
Pope diſowaing the Authority of 
his Plenipotentiary, the Negotia- 
f tions for Peace were render'd inef- 
* fectual. 12051 2 f PET] N 
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This vas the State of Affairs in 
Italy when 1 left the World. Up- 
on my Arrival in Heaven, the Bleſ- 
ſed Spirits were reaſoning together 
upon the Propoſal that vas made 
at Rome, ol opening the Cheſt of 
Pope Sixtus V. they believing theſe 
Troubles muſt neceſſarily end in 
the Ruin of the Church. St. Peter 
| himſelf vas of that Opinion; and 
coming into the Preſence of God, 
he laid his Hand upon his Ear, and 
ſaid, Lord, the Barbarins, vho 
are poſſeſſed of the Arms of the 
Church, inſtead of employing them 
againſt your Enemies, have vound- 
ed me. To vhich the Lord made 
Anſver, and ſaid, This could not but 
be for the fulfilling of Juſtice : For- 
merly you wounded Malchus, and 
now the Barbarins have wounded 
you: The Arms which you both 
made uſe of did not properly belong 
to you, Then the Lord called un- 
to 
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to me, and ſaid, I vill now proceed 

| to pals Sentence upon the Romiſs 
Spouſe. Go therefore to Paul, and 
command him in my Name to deliver 
the Informations which he has drawn 
up againſt the Adultereſs; which 
you muſt now make publick, that 
in caſe ſhe has any Thing to ſay for 
Let Paul continue ſtill on Earth, 
and make his Enquiries into the 
Life and Manners of the Religious 
_ Orders: For after the Sentence of 
Divorce is paſſed, I am willing the 
World ſhould be openly convinced 
- which of the Clergy I regard as my 

True and Legitimate Children. 
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Hale, &c. By F. Hewerdine, A. M. 
enn | 3 
A Defence of the Doctrine and 
Diſcipline of the Church of Zngland. 
By M. Nicholls, D. D. pr. 3s: M. B. 
This Book Mr. Pear ſe endeavours 
to anſwer Jobs | 
Guide to Book-Keepers, as now in 
general Uſe. By Charles Snell, 
Accounts for Landed-Men. By 
Charles Snell. $i 
= Art of Prudence, or Companion for 
= a Man of Senſe By Mr. Savage. 
\® Tullius Five Books of Tuſculan Diſ- 
putations, v:s. Of the Contempt of 
Death: Whether Virtue alone be ſuf- 
ficient to a Happy Life, &. 
: Tully's Morals or Offices. By Tho- 
mas Cockman, _ 7 
— Dirt 1 The 
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Books printed for Jonas Brown; 


The Gentleman's Library, and La- 
dy's Library. Publiſh'd by Sir Ri- 
chard Fteel. Containing Rules for % 
Conduct in all Parts of Life. "$0 "" ll 
Miſcellany Eflays, viz. Of Com- 

pany and Converſation; Of the Edu- * 
cation of Children; Of the Law; Of 
Man, &c. By Sir Richard Bulſtrode, 
Envoy at the Court of Braſzls, &c. 
Curious Amuſements, with Poems, 
Oe. By Z. ner, late Hiſtoriogra- 
pher Royal. Te TE, 

The Spectators. Nine Volumes. 

The Engliſhman; being a Sequel to 
Guardian. | | 

The Political Writings. 
The Tatlers. Four Volumes, on 
Royal Paper. 65 | 
Of the Law of Nature and Nations. 
By the Baron Puffendorf. . 

Nature diſplay' d; being an eaſy So- 
lution of the Difficulties concernig 
the Divine Being, and its Operations 
on the Human Syſtems, Ge. 4 

The Life of Veronica of Milan; a 
Book certified by the Heads of the Sh. 
Univerſity of Coniubra to be reviſed _ 


by the Angels, and approved of by 
od.” „ 
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1 Books printed for Jonas Brown. 


- Arithmetick: f, All the Common 


Rules in the whole Numbers and Fra- 


The Demonſtration of thoſe Rules. 
34ly, The Uſe of it in Exchequer, 


" Cuſtom- Houſe, Exciſe, Pay-O ice, 


Se. with Practical Rules. By . Al. 


ling bam. 


Engliſh Proverbs, with Moral Re- 
flections, familiarly accommodated to 
the Humour and Manners of the pre- 
ſent Age. By O. . 

An Account of Switzerland. Writ- 
ten in 1714. By Stanian. 

The Fatal Effects of Arbitary Power, 
and the Dangerous Condition of Court 
Favourites. 99 SOS, 
Tue Hiſtory of the moſt remarka- 
ble Tryals in Great Britain and /reland, 
in Capital Caſes. Two Volumes. 


ions, Vulgar and Decimal. | 241%, 


Leek's Art of Shadows improv'd iti 


the Drawing of Sun-Dials. | 
 Rymer's bete of Parliaments- 


I be Hiſtory of Perſſa, with the 
Lives of Ormuz. Writ by Torunxa, 
King of that Iſland, and Tranſlated 


by Captain John Stevens. pu. Foe 


The Hiſtory of Herodotus, from the 


Greek. By Iſaac Littlebury. Two 
Volumes. 
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